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™^  ^^^^^h  ASSEMBLY  OF  THE  PRESBY- 
TERIAN CHURCH  IN  CANADA 


A8  A 


BASIS  OF  UNION 


■*<^^  MENT  U       KR   THE.  BaRRIER   AcT 


rn^>ol^l'^m\o7rtl^tJ:L^^^  Kingston.  June.  1915.  adopted,  bv  . 

ordered'the.  to  be  .nt''dowTirw>fh  to  bZ 'XTo  "^'"t   ^"•""-  ^^ 
muiucants  and  Adherents,  together  w^th  a  «hnrt  .^\  "'  '"  «««'on.s.  Com- 

2.  In  1904  the  Assembly  unanimouslv  arcont^o^  *u.  •      x  x- 
the  General  Conference  of  the  MethS  cSh1«       "^''**t'on  given  in  19()2  by 
Organic  Union  of  said  Church%Sth  tS^  Con^^^^^  ",2.  "^8otiation«  for  the 

anato  this  end  appointed  a  committee  to  coS^h^imiT^i  ^^^K^"^  Churches. 
Churchy.  Subsequent  Assemblies  approv^  thrre^X^fhrHl*^  of  theothe; 
Committee  thus  constituted  until  1910whentheGe^«l  a?  *^e  labours  of  the  Joint 
p!eM  Bas^.  of  Union  prepared  by  the  Sn?  ConS.ttSandr.n''  *ffi^^  ^^«  ''^'"- 
tenes  for  their  judgment  under  the  Barrier  Act  ITil^f.^lw'"^"^  '*  *"  Presby- 
said  Basis  had  been  approved  by  a  majSy  of  Preabv^eri^  ™^^L°'  ^^^^'  ^ndi"*  that 
tion  to  Sessions  and  Congregatioas  ^^''y*^"««' «e°t  down  the  whole  ques- 

The  action  of  the  Assembly  in  1912  was: 


"  Th«  kmmbly  rejoicM  at  th*  l*r||«  moMure  of  agrMmcnt  among  thr  nogol  lat  init 
rhunheH  which  the  in-oreodingn  of  them  rMent  yeani  diacloHe,  and  which,  it  bchevw, 
will  prepare  the  wuy  for  n  larger  measure  of  union  waong  Chriat'u  people  in  this  land 
than  »t  present  exist*. 

"The  Assembly  believwt  that  the  fact  that  a  large  iiujori  y  of  tho*!  votrng  have 
•  de4;lared  themselvu  in  favour  of  the  Ogani'-  Union  of  the  ( 'ongregatioital,  Metho(li<tt 
anti  Presbyterian  Churches  it  a  otroug  iiulii-ation  that  tiie  ultinuiU>  rewult  of  the  prpHrnf 
movement  will  U-  the  roii.sunun»tion  ni  uch  a  uniuii  and  pl«lj{fM  it.self  t(»  do  nil  in  itJ« 
power  to  maintain  and  deepen  the  unity  of  spirit  which  luw  marked  the  floune  of  the 
negotifttionM  and  to  wmtinuc  to  promote  the  fraternal  intercourf«'  and  i-onference  with 
the  other  rhurrhwt  which  have  made  the  present  vot«  potwibU; 

"In  view,  however,  of  the  extent  of  the  minority  which  is  not  yet  convinced  that 
Organic  Union  is  the  licst  methmi  of  expressing  the  unity  ninccrcly  dcdircfl  by  all,  the 
Assembly  deems  it  unwise  to  immediately  pro<;eo<l  to "consummiito  the  Union,  but 
bolievoa  that  by  further  conference  and  disciiNsion  practically  uimaiinoai  actiim  can  l>e 
secured  within  a  reasonabhi  time,"    .... 

"That  all  suggestions  raadn  by  IVsbytorid,  Hcs.-  ion.s  or  indivifluaLs,  or  that  .niy 
ho  ma«le  before  the  first  of  November,  one  hoiisand  nine  hundred  and  twelve  (VtWi) 
be  referred  to  the  Union  Commi»'ge  fcr  their  consideration,  in  the  hope  of  rctnoving 
objections  and  with  a  view  to  further  conference  with  the  Committees  of  the  other 
negotiating  Churches, " 

In  1913  the  Assembly  resolved  that  amendments  to  the  Basis  of  Union  and  alter- 
native proposals  be  again  invited  and  referred  to  it«  Union  Committee  in  order  that 
after  conmdenng  them  it  might  again  entor  into  conference  with  the  Committees  of 
the  otiier  Churches  with  a  view  of  putting  liefori  our  people  a  final  presontntion  of  the 
question  fortheir  judgment.  In  1914  the  As.scmbly  invited  the  Congregational  and 
Methodist  Churches  to  meet  with  the  Presbyterian  Union  Committee  in  order  to 
prepare  an  amended  Basis  of  Union. 

.3.  Whereas  also  in  1911  the  membership  of  the  Methodist,  and  Congregational 
Churches  approved  of  Union  on  the  proposed  Basis  by  very  largo  majorities,  and  these 
Churclws  since  that  date  have  by  the  action  of  their  Conference  Committee  and 
General  Council  reaffirmed  this  approval  and  expressed  themselves  as  ready  and 
waiting  to  consummate  the  Union. 

.  ^.*"  ^'T^'^*?''  *'*''  ****  reasons  which  have  consistently  been  put  forward  in  favour 
af  Church  Umon  still  hold,  vis  : 

(n)  The  teaching  of  this  Cbymh  regarding  the  nature  of  the  Church  and  th« 
Communion  of  (Saints  implies  that  Uni«>n  is  a  duty  wherever  it  is  not  forbidden  bv 
conscience. 

,H.  S^)  *^''"  '■•'Iftlions  of  the  negotiating  CAmrrhM  t«  one  another,  the  rondilionn  of 
(  hristian*  progress  in  Canada,  and  f'anada's  due  share  in  the  evangeliaatioii  of  the 
world,  seem  to  require  the  Union  of  these  Churches. 

(c)  The  multipUcation  of  local  "Union  Churches"  without  direct  relationship 
to  existmg  denonunaUons  threatens  disintegration  and  injury  to  the  cause  of  Christ  in 
nnany  parts  of  our  Westland  if  a  United  Church  does  not  gather  them  into  its  fellow^ 
.vup. 

(d)  There  is  a  reasonable  hope  that  such  a  Union  will  prove  th    precursor  of  a 

5.  Whereas,  further,  by  the  outbreak  of  war.  a  wvf  situation  has  been  created, 
among  the  elements  of  which  are  the  following: 


(n)  A  rlm„Kw|  JM.lKrmn»  ».f  vrIi,,.,,  no  th»t.  nuttum  which  forme  "v  HUtrnrfwl 
""'« •''^"'••'1 !•  »r..  now  (w.ouiU,.,|  trivial  in  tho  prarcnre  of  tli«  vast  i^iin*  involvwl. 

(/»)  .V  w.^ttkeniiiK  of  iIiuih  .li«tiiMtioiw,  wlii.h  rendera  puMible  »  decree  of  unit«N| 
««'tioii  lut!i«'rto  imprttctii'abie.  ^^  -'V'^ "  unuwi 

I  u*^^  ^  "f-'^  "P'''"  '"  '*"-"«'''»fi'^«  *'h'f l>  '••  imprcMively  illustrated  by  our  ■oldierr 
and  by  our  Kinjt,  and  hIikIi  tho  'im-ch,  in  the  name  «.f  her  crucified  Lord  la  called 
u|)on  to  exl.il.it  i)y  the  mjlM.rtlie..itioi,  <.f  every  other  coasideration  to  theMDreme 
j.urpow  of  l.rinKing  men  to  reioRiiize  Jeuan  Chrwt  as  the  Hope  of  the  World. 

.      ^''i  .u"  •'"I****"!*'''  '»';!■«•»««•  in  the  v..iun.«  of  immigration  into  Canada  after  the 
rkw  of  the  war,  drmandmR  tho  greatest  ron.entration  of  moral  and  r.  liRiou^  forces. 

(r)  Til.-  world'H  (inutnial  exhaustion,  rf>qiiiring  the  utmost  rMw.sihl.-  .'.-onomv  ..f 
r.so.ir-...  in  order  that  the  inevitable  and  extraordinary  demands  of  the  immefjiate 
Mil  lire  iMiiy   lie  met . 

fi  \Vli.re,..M  |,,Mflv,  tl..-  .r..int  ( '...ni.titt.^,  has  ad..,,t.e<l  the  amendments  to  the 
-■nKinjd  HxsH  of  Union  .iiilxHiird  in  II..'  floruments  submitted  to  this  Assembly  bv  il^ 
I  mon  •  oiumittee;  .'     .'  • 

7.  Therefore,  thin  Assembly  hereby  declares  its  approval  of  the  "  Basis  of  Union  " 
now  submitted  as  a  HasiM  on  which  this  Church  may  imite  with  the  M-jthodist  arid 
<  flugregational  Churches,  and  directs  that  the  said  basis  be  traiwmitted  to  Presby- 
teries for  their  judgment  under  the  Barrier  Act,  and  that  the  appendix  on  Uw  be  also 
transmittwl  to  1  ref.bytcrics  for  their  judgment  and  that  this  resolution  be  sent  ther». 
with: 

The  Assembly  also  directs: 

I.  Th.f,  *>  question  of  Union  Ik-  submittal  t«  Sessions  and  also  ♦«  {V.ramunl 

''''l'i\'J"''w'"r'^""'"^t'"'.^'^"''''' '"  *'"'  ^"""wingform:  "Are  you  in  favor  of  Union 
with  the  Methodist  an.'  (  ongregat ional  Churches  of  Canada  on  the  Basis  of  Union 
approved  by  the  (lencral  Assembly  of  1915?     Yes.     No. 

N.  B.— The  people  are  reminded  that  the  decision  on  this  questif.n  must  h* 
reached  on  the  basis  of  the  votes  cast. " 

n  .^'  7^u  *^^  \°^  be  taken  in  Mission  Fields  before  October  1st,  1916,  and  in 
Past<)ral  Charges  before  December  l.st,  1915,  and  returns  made  through  Presbytery 
Clerks  to  the  Clerks  of  Assembly,  so  that  the  results  may  be  i  sported  to  Uie  Presbvterv 
Clerks  before  January  1st,  1916.  ' 

That  the  vote  be  not  taken  in  Presbyteries  before  January  Ist.  1916  and  that 
ret^irns  l.e  made  by  Presbytery  Clerks  U,  the  Clerks  , !  Assembly  not  later  than  the 
I5H:  dftv  of  March,  1916. 

.T  That  the  Clerks  of  Ah,'  .:bly  tl.rougl.  PresbyM.ry  ( 'lerks,  and,  when  neressary 
throiiRh  Home  Mission  (-onverierM,  furnish  Sessions  for  themselves  and  for  Commmu- 
caiits  and  Adhe-cnt«  the  necessary  vo  -ng  papers  and  printed  copies  of  tho  Basis  of 
l-nion,  the  appendix  on  law,  and  the  f.  egoing  resolutions  together  with  a  short  state- 
ment representing  both  sides  of  the  Union  question,  not  to  exceed  500  words  each. 

4.  That  in  the  printed  copies  of  the  Appendix  on  Law  to  be  sent  to  Presbyteries 
Sessions,  Communicants  and  Adherents,  there  be  inserted  a  footnote  to  Par  2  f2i 
(6)  in  the  following  words:  '    '  ^  ' 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  Union  Committee  held  on  December  16th  1914 
It  was  resolved  that  "it  is  expected  that  in  the  proposed  legislation  proper  prcJyision 
will  be  made  to  guard  the  nghts  or  privileges  of  any  minority  which  may  be  opposed  to 


A.  That  Henmonff  and  Presbytfrini  in  raportinc  thmr  nwpectlvn  votM  on  th«  RMte 
nf  Union  report  at  the  simio  tinw  the  numHen  of  the  vote. 

A.  That  the  Union  Committee  he  rontinucfl,  ami  the  Cierlcn  of  Aiwembly  prepare 
ft  rtatament  of  the  mauit  of  the  vote  in  Pre«bytrriea  and  f  'onRrr.;iitioni«,  and  fumiah  th« 
aaroe  to  the  Heeretariea  of  the  Union  ('ommittee,  ir.  onlf-r  that  the  aaid  ( 'onimittee  may 
have  opportunity  to  meet  and  prepare  a  deliverance  tu  \yv.  submitted  to  the  Aiaeiubly 

of  im. 


Tat   fllLLOWINO  IB  THE  iSfumT  Stat»mi.nt  or  .'illO  aoUDS  ' 

i>;  srrroHT  ok  church  union 

ARain  PrexiiyteriHtm  are  arVrti  to  vote  U()oi)  union  with  the  CongreKational  and 
MethtHiint  Churrhet*. 

1.  The  r|ueH»ion  haK  now  \\ocn  under  considerution  for  eleven  yearn.     For  four 

fear«  the  other  rhurch««  have  been  ready  to  (onHununute  the  union.  Meanwhile  the 
'nion  ("onimittj'e  of  tiie  Presbyterian  Cnurcli  hiix,  in  ol)e<lien<e  to  the  inHtructionH  of 
the  (leniral  AM8end)ly,  l.<'en  revixiiiK  the  Hawi-*  of  Union  in  rewpou!*  to  rritieiam  and 
HUK(te«tion  invittnl  from  tiii-  whole  ehiireh.  As  (inally  aniendini  by  tiic  Joint  Union 
Committee,  the  Ba«iB  was  after  thorough  diacuMHion  approved  by  the  recent  Asaembly 
by  ;«18  votea  U)  74. 

2.  The  Assembly '»  resolutiona,  Bent  herewith,  should  Im;  carefully  read  by  every 
voter.  They  prove  that,  in  the  opinion  of  thow>  who  have  had  tbe  beat  opportunity 
of  considering  the  question,  union  is  both  desirable  and  practicable. 

3.  Attachment  to  familiar  names  and  forms  may  make  some  })eople  reluctant 
to  vote  for  union,  but  let  it  be  ob»er\ed  that  everything  essential  in  the  church  we  love 
ia  retained. 


central  truths  of 
none  need  auppresa 


4.  The  «lortrino  of  the  Baais  is  thoroughly  evangelical,  'i 
the  gospel  stand  out  even  more  clearly  than  in  our  own  creed,  y. 
any  belief  which  he  has  now  a  right  to  proclaim. 

5.  The  polity  ia  diatinetivcly  Presbyterian.  While  congregations  already  in 
existence  may  continue  imchanged  their  present  management  of  their  local  affairs, 
in  congregations  establiahed  after  union  there  will  be  Sessions  chosen  by  the  people 
and  set  apart  to  the  oversight  of  .spiritual  things.  There  will  also  be  Presbyl.eiies. 
Conferences  and  a  General  Council  in  whi<'h  lay  representatives  are  equal  in  number  to 
ministers. 

6.  The  Basis  arranges  for  an  educ .  ted  rair '  y  and  aims  to  provide  every  charge 
with  an  uninterrupted  pas<torate  and  every  w._>tive  minister  with  a  charge.  The 
right  of  the  people  to  call  is  conser\-ed  and  the  Settlement  Committee  is  required,  so 
far  aa  posaible.  to  meet  the  wishes  of  ministers  and  charges.  Provision  is  made  for 
orderly  changes  v^  nen  denirable,  but  a  charge  may  keep  its  pastor  bo  long  as  both  are 
fptisfied. 

7.  Our  lx)r(l  requires  His  people  to  be  one  in  spirit,  and  linity  of  spirit  seeks  to 
express  itself  in  mutual  fellowship  and  common  action. 

This  union  is  demanded  by 

(a)  the  conditions  nf  our  newer  Westt, 

(b)  the  weakened  state  of  rural  churches  in  older  Canada, 

(c)  the  social  disorders  of  city  slums, 

(d)  the  problem  of  the  foreigner,  and 

(e)  the  needfl  of  the  heathen  world. 


^      .^ 


If  wrresufuUv  wHoiiiplwhwl,  it  will  Ih>  an  f>ut>«tnii.iing  li-MJiiiiuiiv  i..  Uw  n-si 
unity  wliM'h  biiMlHt.i«i'«l«T  111.' smuiiU  Iff  CliriM  "ir,.,, 

8.  Th«  li^iHJution  iimiwury  to  tlu-  i-oni<uiiiiiiation  of  union  will  mukc  i>n.vi«ion 
to  guanl  tho  nglit«  of  uny  tninority.  ' 

u....il^«'^*''[  *"•/•  ^^T  ^"A'" .•"«•;"«?  t"  hi-  own  ji«l|Uiu-nt.  thus  .  ..al.iinn  t»«.-  As 
Heinhly  to  .iiHliTstand  the  niin.l  of  tl.t-  thunh ;  and  \vX  .-very  voter  roi.Ni.l.r  th-  wor.|, 
of  Ik  n-HiMN'tcd  Uynitiii  of  our  fhunh  .-Mcntly  .h'<i"'««Hj, 

"I  W..UI.I  not  lik..  t..  g.>  forwuni  to  i>l.|  u^.-  with  tin-  tiiouiclit  ll.ut  wlun  tl.re,. 
Hiun-  lertof  uiy  MusN-r  wiM«.,l  to  join  ImntN,  |  ,|i<l  anything  t<.  h.ii.l.Tai..l  .li.l  not  .loull 
1  i'oulii  tit  help. 

W.  J.  CLARK, 

ai-k;<i:i)  (iandikr, 
i).  m.  kammav. 


Tbk  Foi.u»wino  i«  th»:  Shokt  SrATmrNi  or  filMI  wuhiw  hivino 

R:;A8«)NH  KOH  VoTINC  A(iAINST  (  HIRCI     UNION 

1.  ChriKt'H  Kingdom  .un  I..-  hHtt-r  mlvuinMl  l.y  uxihting  eliuirlu.N  wiirkine  in 
unity  and  .it-oiMTatioii,  than  by  atttinptiiiK,  ut  pri-n.-nt,  the  proixiM.I  i„w  .hurch 
organization. 

2.  Christian  unity,  for  whi.h  Christ  pruytil,  iIch-m  not  n-quire  u.iiformitv  of  imnie 
or  organization,    (hitward  uniformity  \h  not  duty. 

3.C'otnmunitie»  with  too  many  churcheH  do  not  rt-quir"  the  propose.!  new 
denomination.  Th»..  .an  worship  together  in  an  existing  den  ination.  whiehevr 
one  they  prefer. 

4.  New  eommunilie.s  do  not  require  union.  Co-operation  \  .events  overlappina 
Northern  Alberta  has  195  home  miwHion  preaching  places,  and  (.verlapping  with 
Methodists  in  only  lo.  Central  Allterta  has  241,  with  overlapping  in  »i.  .Southern 
Saskatchewan  ha8^H2,  with  overlapping  in  10.  Th.-se  7<)H  home  mi>s!on  preaehinn 
statioiw  Imvi-  overlapping  with  Methodi.sts  in  onlv  :i\.  These  fiKures  are  from  LuZ 
tnct  (Superintendents. 

5.  British  immigration  <I(m«  not  require  union.  Mnglish  Methfidists  and  Scotch 
Presbyterians  prefer  familiar  thureh  homes. 

t».  Fflreign  immigration  does  not  need  union.  The  churches  can  divide  foreign 
settlements  into  districts  and  evangeliz  >  them.  Merging  these  churches  cannot  in- 
creas<'  their  resources  nor  lessen  the  niiml)er  of  foreigners. 

7.  Foreign  MLssions  do  not  require  union.  The  negotiating  .hurches  have  not 
muwions  in  the  sani«  territory. 

8.  Presbyteria*!  people  are  not  .lemanding  union.  Only  abt.ul  one-fourth  of  our 
membership,  2<  \h't  cent.,  voted  in  191 1  for  union  on  the  proixxsi'd  Basis,  which  Basis 
rernains  to-day  practically  unchanged.  That  one-four  ..  should  attempt  cK-rcinit  the 
whole  church  is  unreasonable  and  intolerable. 

9.  The  Basis  of  Union,  a-s  representinE  scripture  teaching,  i.s  inferior  to  the 
Presbyterian  Standards.     Even  to  that  inferior  Ba.sis  no  minister  pledges  himself 
A  church,  upon  that  Basis,  having  no  definite  covenant  of  agreen.ent '       >  scriuture 
doctnne,  would  have  open  door  for  false  teaching.     Voting  against  uniou  jn  that  Basia 
u  rebgtoua  duty.  •  ""^ 


10.  The  Bofiifl  of  Union  deprives  Pre«byt<'rv  of  its  most  iiniMtriunl  fun«-ti<»ns, 
traDBferring  them  to  an  irresponHible  Hett lenient  (*ouiinittee,  uliotishing  ri*s|MinsiL>le 
Presbyterian  government,  substituting  despotic  government. 

11.  The  Basis  of  Union  restrij-ts  tiie  liberty  which  Presbyterians  enjoy  in  choosing 
their  ministern,  and  imposes  an  ecclesiasticiil  authority  which  Prei^t)yteriHn.s  long 
•since  rejecteil.     Its  rejection  aRaiii  is  duty. 

12.  The  Basis  of  Union  proitoses,  l>y  IcgiHJative  enaptmoiit,  to  .nuisfcr  i'lcshy- 
terian  civil  rights  and  proinirty  to  another  denomination,  the  Union  Churcli.  In- 
definite promine  of  partial  repayment  cam  ot  justify  wholesale  spoliation.  Moreover, 
much  property,  guarded  by  conditions  of  gift,  if  diverted  from  the  Presbyterian 
Church  would  revert  to  donors  or  heirs,  causing  litigation  and  strife.  Voting  ugain^4t 
union  based  upon  spoliation  and  strife  is  religious  duty. 

13.  The  Presbyterian  Church  is  continuing.  A  large  body  of  our  people  have 
resolved  to  remain  in  it.  Attempted  compulsory  union  means  division  and  forming 
another  additional  denomination. 

14.  Chir  present  undivided  Presbyteri.an  Church  is  a  larger  force,  by  thousands 
t)f  members,  for  evangelizing  Canada,  than  ^11  the  Presbyterians,  Methoidists  and 
Congregationalists  combined,  who  voted  for  union.  To  injure  Christ's  cause  by  rend- 
ing Hsunder  this  Presbyterian  Church,  so  efficient  and  successful,  for  a  smaller  body, 
would  be  sin  and  wrong;  especially  untler  present  conditions,  when  internal  harmony 
and  co-operation,  and  utmost  utilization  of  Chri.stian  forces,  are  supremely  needed. 

15.  Assembly  unanimously  pledged,  when  beginning  union  discussion,  1!K)5, 
"That  a  imion  of  the  churches,  to  be  real  and  lasting,  must  carry  the  consent  of  tht- 
entire  membership."  Truth  and  honour  demand  keeping  that  pledge,  and  stopping 
hurtful  agitation. 

Pursuant  to  Resolution  of  Assembly,  the  al>ove  reasons  are  rcsi)ectf ully  submitted 
to  the  memb«rahip  of  the  church. 

T.  SEDGWICK 
K.  CAMPBELL 

K.  scuri' 
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BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNION 
MOVEMENT 


The  negotiatiuna  that  have  been  going  on  for  the  last  live  yean,  looking  to  an 
organic  union  of  the  Presbyterian,  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches  in  the 
Dominion  of  Canada,  had  their  origin  in  the  efforts  that  were  put  forth  during  the 
years  1899  to  1903  to  prevent,  as  far  aa  possible,  any  unseemly  rivalry  and  any  waste 
of  men  and  means  in  the' mission  work  which  is  being  carried  on  by  these  different 
Churches,  especially  in  the  newer  districts  of  the  country. 

In  1899,  at  the  request  of  its  Home  Mission  Committee,  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbjrterian  Church  appointed  a  small  committee  "to  meet  and  confer  with 
representatives  from  other  evangehcal  churches,  having  power  to  enter  into  any 
arrangement  with  them  that  will  tend  to  bring  about  a  more  satisfactory  state  of 
things  in  our  Home  Mission  Fields,  so  that  the  overiapping  now  complained  of  may 
be  prevented."  This  action  was  communicated  to  the  authorities  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  the  General  Conference  of  that  Church,  in  the  autumn  of  1902,  appointed 
a  similar  committee. 

These  two  committees  met  on  three  different  occasions  for  the  consideration  of  the 
problem  of  co-operation  in  Home  Mission  work.  As  a  result  of  their  deliberations, 
the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  : 

"1.  That  a  letter,  couched  in  identical  terms,  be  sent  by  the  Missionary 
8e<'retarie8,  on  behalf  of  the  Joint  Committee,  to  the  Superintendents  of  Mi.ssionB 
of  their  respective  Churches,  and  aKso  to  the  ministers  or  missionaries  in  charge  of 
Home  Mission  Fields,  setting  forth  the  action  of  the  General  A.ssembly  and 
General  Conference,  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  Joint  C!ommittee,  and  the 
exi>ectation  that  they  will  <'o-operate  in  all  practical  ways  to  promote  the  end 
in  view.  We  also  reconinieud  that  the  Irllt-r.-)  be  piil.lislied  in  the  ilenouiiuatioiiai 
papers  uf  the  two  ('hurclif.s  coticerneil. 

2.  That  the  Superintendents  of  botli  Churches  be  strongly  urged  to  keejf 
the  principlti  of  comity  mid  c(>-<)p«rati<m  uteadily  in  view,  and  to  apply  the  .same 
wherever  practicable  in  the  arraiigcnient  of  the  work.  To  this  end  we  recommend 
that  the  .Superintendents  whose  jurisdiction  covers  ,  ubstantiaily  the  same  field, 
meet  together  at  intervals  for  consultation  in  the  hpirit  of  mutual  helpfulness 
and  ready  concession,  respecting  the  opening  ..f  new  fields,  or  the  poesible  re- 
adjustment of  fields  already  occupied. 

3.  That  where  a  field  has  been  occupied  for  at  least  one  year  by  one  of  the 
Churches,  the  Superintendents  be  recommended  to  act  as  far  as  possible  on  the 
prmciple  of  non-intrusion,  having  due  regard  to  the  promotion  of  the  Kingdom 
of  ( Ihrist,  and  the  interests  of  the  two  Churches. 

4.  That  ministers  and  missionaries  of  both  Churches  whose  missions  cover 
the  same  territory,  in  whole  or  in  part,  be  recommended  to  consult,  where  it 
seems  necessary  or  desirable,  regarding  a  possible  readjustment  of  their  fields, 
when  that  can  be  done  to  mutual  advantage,  and  report  their  views  to  their 
respective  Superintendents,  District  Meetings  and  Presbyteriea. " 


to 


In  the  meantime  a  definite  proposal  for  the  organic  union  of  the  Presbyterian, 
Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches  had  emanated  from  the  Methodist  Church; 
the  General  Conference,  at  its  quadrennial  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Winnipeg  in 
September,  1902,  having  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"While  this  Conference  declares  itself  in  favor  of  a  measure  of  organic 
unity  wide  enough  to  embrace  all  the  evangeUcal  denominations  in  Canada,  and 
regrets  that  hitherto  all  efforts  and  negotiations  have  failed  to  result  in  the 
formulation  of  such  a  comprehensive  scheme,  so  that  at  present  the  outlook 
for  it  does  not  seem  practicable; 

Yet,  inasmuch  as  the  problem  of  the  unification  of  several  of  these  denom- 
inations appears  to  present  much  less  serious  obstacles,  since  their  relations  are 
already  marked  by  a  great  degree  of  spiritual  unity,  and  they  have  already  become 
closely  assimilated  in  standards  and  ideals  of  church  life,  forms  of  worship  and 
ecclesiastical  polity; 

And  since,  further,  the  present  conditions  of  our  country  and  thoK  in  im- 
mediate prospect  demand  the  most  careful  economy  of  the  resources  of  the 
leading  and  aggressive  evangelical  denominations,  both  in  ministers  and  money, 
in  order  to  overtake  the  religious  needs  of  the  people  pouring  into  our  new  settle- 
ments, which  economy  seems  impossible  without  further  organic  unity,  or  iU 
equivalent;  * 

This  General  Conference  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  time  is  opportune  for  a 
definite  practical  movement  concentrating  attention  on,  and  aiming  at  the 
practical  organic  unity  of,  those  denominations  already  leid  by  Providence  into 
such  close  fraternal  relations. 

And  whereas  a  deiinit«  proposal  has  been  discussed  to  some  extent  in  the 
press  and  elsewhere  looking  to  ultimate  organic  union  of  the  Presbyterian, 
Congregational  and  Methodist  Churches  in  Canada,  this  General  Conference,  in 
no  spirit  of  exclusiveness  towards  others  not  named,  declares  that  it  would  regard 
a  movement  with  this  object  in  view  with  great  gratification,  believing  that  the 
deliberate  friendly  discussion  of  the  doctrinal,  practical  and  administrative 

Jiroblems  involved,  with  the  purpose  of  reaching  an  agreement,  would  nr^  only 
acilitate  the  finding  and  formulation  of  a  Basis  of  Union,  but  would  also  educate 
the  people  interested  into  a  deeper  spirit  of  unity,  and  into  that  spirit  of  reason- 
able mutual  concession  on  which  the  successful  consummation  of  such  move- 
ments ultimately  so  largely  dq>ends. 

And  this  General  Conference  would  further  commend  this  movement  to 
the  prayerful  interest  and  sympathy  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  the  devout  and 
earnest  hope  that,  if  organic  union  of  the  denominations  named  be  achieved, 
it  may  be  accompanied  with  great  blessings  to  the  Church  and  to  the  nation  at 
large  and  redound  to  the  greater  glory  of  God. 

That  a  representative  committee,  to  be  composed  of  the  General  Super- 
intendent, seven  ministers  and  seven  lajrmen,  be  appointed  to  receive  communi- 
cations on  the  subject  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  from  the  Churches  named, 
confer  with  conmiittees  that  may  be  appointed  by  such  Churches,  and  report  to 
the  next  General  Conference." 

This  resolution  was  submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presb}rterian 
Church  at  its  annual  meeting  held  in  the  city  of  Vancouver  in  June,  1903,  and  by  it 
referred  to  its  Committee  on  Correspondence  with  other  Churches. 

This  committee  met  on  the  21st  of  April,  1904,  in  conference  with  the  committees 
of  the  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches,  when  the  following  resolution  was 
unanimously  adopted : 

"That  this  Joint  Committee,  composed  of  representatives  of  the  Presby- 
torian,  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches,  assembled  to  confer  together 


u 

respecting  an  organic  union  of  the  Churchee  named,  would  reverently  and  grate* 
fully  recognize  the  token  of  the  Master's  presence  as  evidenced  by  the  cordial, 
brotherly  spirit  and  earnest  desire  for  Divine  guidance  maintained  throughout 
the  entire  session. 

While  recognizing  the  limitations  of  our  authority  aa  to  any  action  that 
would  commit  our  respective  Churches  in  regard  to  a  proposal  that  is  yet  in  the 
initial  stage,  we  feel  free,  nevertheless,  to  say  that  we  are  of  one  mind  that  or- 
ganic union  is  both  desirable  and  practicable,  and  we  commend  the  whole  subject 
to  the  wympathetip  and  fav(»rable  coasideration  of  the  chie*  assemblies  of  the 
Churches  concerned  for  such  further  action  as  they  may  deem  wise  and  expedient. " 

The  finding  thus  arrived  at  was  duly  rciwrtwl  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Presbyterian  C^hurch  at  its  meeting  in  St.  John,  N.B.,  in  the  following  June,  and  to  the 
Congregational  Union  of  Ontario  and  Quebec  and  the  Congregational  Union  of  Nova. 
Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  in  the  months  of  June  and  July  respectively,  and  com- 
mittees were  appointed  by  these  two  Churches  to  confer  on  the  subject  of  Church 
Union  with  the  committee  previously  appointed  by  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  conveners  (rf  the  committees  thus  appointed  were:  Presbyterian,  Rev. 
Principal  Caven,  D.D.;  Methodist,  Rev.  Dr.  Carman;  Congregational,  Rev.  Hugh 
Pedley. 

It  was  decided  by  these  conveners  that  the  first  joint  meeting  of  the  three  de- 
nominational committees  should  be  held  in  Knox  Church,  Toronto,  on  Wednesday 
the  2l8t  day  of  December,  1904. 

Previous  to  that  date,  the  Rev.  Principal  Caven  was  removed  by  death,  and  his 
place  on  the  Presbyterian  section  was  taken  by  the  vice-convener,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Warden,  who  was  unanimously  chosen  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  the  first 
conference  of  the  three  committees.  Two  days,  of  three  sessions  each,  were  spent  in 
these  dehberations.  At  the  meeting  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbjrterian 
Church  in  June,  1905,  Dr.  Warden  was  appointed  convener  of  the  Assembly's  Com- 
mittee on  Church  Union,  and  Principal  Patrick,  vice-convener. 

When  the  Joint  Committee  met  for  its  second  conference,  in  December,  1905,  the 
convenership  of  the  Presbyterian  section  was  again  vacant  through  death;  and  the 
vice-convener,  Principal  Patrick,  was  called  upon  to  fill  the  place  of  the  late  Dr. 
Warden,  as  Dr.  Warden,  one  year  previous,  had  been  called  upon  to  take  the  place 
of  the  late  Principal  Caven.  The  deliberations  of  the  second  conference  occupied 
two  days  and  were  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carman. 

The  Convener  of  the  Congregational  section,  Rev.  Hugh  Pedley,  of  Montreal, 
being  in  England  when  the  Joint  Conmiittee  met  for  the  third  time,  in  September, 
1906,  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Pedley  was  called  to  the  chair.  At  this  meeting,  to  which  three 
days  were  devoted,  the  Executive  reported  that,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adop- 
ted by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  June,  1906,  it  hail  been 
decided  "to  address  a  friendly  letter  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  of  the  Church 
of  England  in  Canada,  and  to  the  Chairmen  or  Presidents  of  the  various  Baptist 
Conventions,  explaining  the  action  already  taken  by  the  Joint  Union  Committee,  and 
extending  to  the  authorities  of  the  Churches  named  a  cordial  invitation  to  send 
delejgates  to  participate  in  their  discussions,  should  they  consider  it  advisable  to  do 
so. "    This  action  of  the  Executive  was  cordially  approved  by  the  Joint  Committee. 

The  Baptif>t  Conven'aon  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  in  their  reply  to  the  invitation 
addressed  to  them,  set  forth  the  distinctive  principles  of  their  Church,  and  stated  that, 
because  of  thrae  principles,  they  considered  it  "nefeasary  to  maintain  a  separate 
organized  existence, "  and  "to  propagate  their  views  throughout  the  world." 

In  view  of  the  cordial  and  brotherly  replies  sent  by  the  representatives  of  the 
Church  of  England,  a  special  committee  was  wpointed  to  confer  with  any  delegation 
that  might  be  appointed  by  that  Church.    The  question  of  appointing  delegates  to 
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mpet,  with  that  upwial  conimittre  in  still  under  rooBideratidii  by  ih«  (ten«»l  Synod's 
rommittec  on  Church  Union.* 

At  its  fourth  conferencp,  in  1907,  the  Joint  Comnut'ee  continued  in  session  from 
Wednesday  the  11th  to  Monday  the  HUh  of  September,  under  the  chairmanship  of 
the  Rev.  Princii)al  Patriik. 

The  fifth  conference  was  held  on  the  ftth.  lOth  and  1 1th  days  of  December,  1908 
and  was  presided  over  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Carman. 

With  the  exception  of  the  first,  the  conferences  of  *he  Joint  Committee  have  all 
taken  place  in  the  Metropolitan  Churcli,  Toronto. 

At  the  first  conference  the  Joint  CMnmittee  was  subdivided  into  five  sub-com- 
mittees, charged,  respectively,  with  the  consideration  of  all  questions  bearing  upon 
the  following  subjects:  Doctrine,  Polity,  the  Ministry,  Administration,  and  Law. 
At  each  conference  the  results  of  the  dehberations  of  the  sub-committees  were  sub- 
mitted to  and  revised  by  the  Joint  Committee.  They  were  then  considered  by  the 
denominational  sections  meeting  separately,  and  again  considered  by  the  Joint 
Committee  in  the  light  of  any  suggestions  offered  by  the  denominational  sections. 
As  thus  amended  they  were  published  each  yoar  for  thf  information  of  the  negotiating 
Chtirches,  along  with  the  official  report  of  the  PntcpedingH  of  tho  .loint  flommittep. 

Various  suggestions  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  sent  forward  by  individuals 
or  by  Church  courts;  and  these  Buggestions,  whether  transmitted  through  the  denom- 
inational committees,  or  commg  directly  under  the  notice  of  the  Joint  Committee, 
have  all  received  due  considerri'-on. 

The  negotiations  that  have  been  carried  on  during  the  past  five  years  have  been 
characterised  by  a  spirit  of  the  utmost  brotherliness;  and  while  all  matters  in  dispute 
have  been  discussed  with  the  greatest  frankness,  the  members  of  the  Joint  Committw 
have  found  it  remarkably  easy  to  "keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace. ' 
Each  succeeding  conference  has  deepened  their  confidence  in  one  another's  smcerity 
and  their  respect  for  one  another's  convictions;  and  with  increasing  earnestness  they 
have  addressed  themselves  to  the  practical  task  of  evolving  fronn  their  different  views 
and  practices  the  system  that  would  be  best  adapted  to  the  circumstances  and  re- 
quirements of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Canada. 

One  of  the  last  acts  of  the  Joint  Committee,  on  the  night  of  Friday,  11th  Decem- 
ber, 1908,  was  the  adoption  of  tLe  following  resolution  proposed  b\  Principal  Gordon, 
and  seconded  by  Judge  Leet: 

"This  Joint  Committee  on  Church  Union,  representing  the  Presbj^rian, 
Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches,  in  closing  their  fifth  conference,  desire 
to  a. knowledge  with  humble  gratitude  the  goodness  of  God  manifested  in  all 
their  meetings. 

In  the  brotherly  spirit  of  their  deliberations,  in  the  harmony  of  their  deci.iion", 
in  thfrsolution  of  many  difficulties  presented  to  them,  they  recognize  the  guidance 
of  the  Divine  Spirit,  and  they  submit  the  result*  of  their  conference  to  the 
Churches  represented  by  them. 

They  believe  that  the  conclusions  to  which  they  have  been  led  in  regard  to 
the  important  interests  considered  by  them  show  that  the  organic  union  of  the 
tirKotistitig  rhurchcp  ih  praiticable.  They  assume  that  ample  opporttmity 
will  bfi  given,  not,  only  to  the  roiirt«,  but  also  to  the  general  membership  of  the 
various  Churchpf,  to  VonBider  the  results  of  their  conferences,  and  they  expect 
that  the  more  fully  these  are  considered  the  more  generally  will  they  be 
approved. 

•  The  present  editors  hare  reoeiTed  no  ioformation  of  further  action  in  this  mattM, 
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The  Joint  Committ€«  would  have  l)«>en  kImI  to  wplromn  to  thpir  ronfmtmr^ 
representatives  of  other  ChriHtian  rommunionH,  and,  although  this  widening  of 
the  conference  haa  not  yet  been  found  practi<abip.  they  hojie  that,  in  the  event  of 
a  union  of  the  negotiating  ChurcheB,  a  still  more  eoniprehcnfivc  union  may  in 
the  future  be  realized. 

The  Joint  Committee  regard  their  work  as  now  suhftiintinlly  mplcted. 

They  commit  it  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  for  His  bie-ssiriK,  ui  to  those 

portions  of  His  Church  which  they  represent  with  confident  Iiope  oi  their  ap- 
proval. 

'Let  Thy  work  appear  unto  Thy  servants  and  Thy  glory  unto  their  children. 
Let  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  us;  and  establish  Thou  the  work  of 
our  hands  upon  us;  yea,  the  work  of  our  hands  establish  Thou  it.'  " 


SUPPLEMENTARY  STATEMENT 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  1909,  upon  reception  of 
the  report  of  its  Committee  on  Church  Union,  in  whioii  ./as  include<l  the  Basis  of 
Union  as  adopted  by  the  Joint  Commit teo  in  1008,  wiid,  "The  A.ssembly  receive 
the  report,  and  learn  with  deep  gratificatidii  that  the  .Fi)int  I  onimif  tee  on  Union  have, 
after  five  years'  enqtiiry  and  (lis<us.>iion,  jirrivtd  at  the  conclusion  that  in  their  judg- 
ment the  orgnnic  union  of  the  three  ncRotiating  Churches  is  practicable. 

"Inasmuch  as  the  Joint  Committee  have  expressed  their  conviction  that  the 
voting  on  the  question  of  Union  should  take  place  simultaneously  in  the  tKree  negoti- 
ating Churches,  and  inasmuch  as  the  General  Conferenco  of  the- Methodist  Church 
will  not  meet  till  the  month  of  September,  1910,  the  Assembly  agree  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Church  at  Ir^e  on  this  important  subject  be  not  sought  until  after  that 
date. 

"They  direct,  however,  that  copies  of  the  report  be  sent  down  to  Presbyteries, 
Sessions  and  Congregations,  for  their  use,  in  order  that  they  may  be  fully  informed 
as  to  the  whole  question,  and  be  prepared  to  deal  with  it  when  it  come'  before  them 
for  disposal. " 

In  1910  The  General  Assembly  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

"The  Assembly  declare  their  approval  of  th§  Documents  agreed  upon  by  the 
Joint  Committee  as  a  basis  upon  which  this  Church  may  unite  with  the  Meth- 
odist and  Congregational  Churches,  and  they  direct  that  this  resolution,  along  with 
the  above-mentioned  Documents,  be  transmitted  to  Presbyteries  for  their  judgment 
under  the  Barrier  Act,  instructing  Presbytery  Clerks  to  report  the  derisions  arrived 
at  to  the  Clerks  of  the  General  Asse:  t  later  than  the  first  day  of  May,  1911. 

"The  Assembly  are  of  opinion  that,  i^  ^je  event  of  the  returns  from  Presbvtericr 
warranting  further  steps  being  taken  in  the  direction  of  union,  the  Assembly  of  191 J 
will  proceed  to  consult  Sessions  and  Congregations  regarding  the  whole  matter." 

The  report  of  the  vote  by  Presbyteries  to  the  General  Assembly  of  1911  was  that, 
of  the  70  Presbyteries  of  the  Church,  67  voted  on  the  question.  60  Presbyteries  voted 
to  approve,  while  20  did  not  siwiify  approval  in  terms  of  the  Barrier  Act.  The  votes 
cast  m  the  Presbyteries  were:  793,  approval,  and  476,  non-approval.  The  Assembly 
sent  the  whole  question  down  to  Sessinnn  and  Congregations  for  their  judgment 

The  Oneral  Conference  of  (he  Met.h«Kli«t  <  hnrrh  iu  l»Mt  drfUiTd  "it-i  »(.i.r»v»! 
of  these  dorumf.n(.H  agreed  niniji  bv  the  Joint  ('oromitt«;e  m  a  ba^is  iir«in  which  the 
Presbyterian,  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches  may  umte."  It  further 
directed  the  General  Conference  Special  Committee  to  send  the  documents  "to  the 
District  Meetings  for  consideration,  and  to  the  Annual  Conferences  for  consideration 
and  adoption  or  rejection;"  and  "  if  the  reports  from  the  Annual  Conferences  warrant 
eucb  action,  to  send  the  docuiDept«  of  the  Biwie  of  Union  to  the  Official  Boards  and 
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tk8  membership  of  the  Church  for  consideration  and  adoption  or  rejection, "  and  gave 
authority  to  the  Qcneral  Conference  Special  Committee,  if  the  result  of  the  vote 
would  warrant  the  action,  "to  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Conference 
fmther  to  consider  the  matter  of  consummating  the  proposed  union. " 

The  result  of  the  vote  by  Conferences  was  that  1 1  Conferences  voted  approval, 
and  1  non-approval.  The  vote  by  members  was:  1,579  voted  approval,  and  270 
non-approval.  The  General  Conference  Special  Committee  by  resolution  directed 
that  the  whole  question  be  referred  to  the  Official  Boardn  and  membership  of  the 
Church. 

The  Congregational  Union  in  1909,  after  reciting  the  ntcps  tnken  and  referring 
to  various  subjects  contained  in  the  Basis,  adopted  the  following: 

'ihe  Congregational  Union  at  its  annual  meeting  in  19(>4  decided  "that  organic 
union  is  both  desirable  and  practicable."  It  now  remains  to  decide  whether  organic 
union  on  the  basis  prepared  by  the  Joint  Committee  is  desirable  and  practicable. 
As  this  must  be  determmed  in  the  Congregational  way  by  ths  votes  of  the  churches, 
your  Committee  would  recommend  that  the  documents  agreed  upon  by  the  Joint 
Committee,  along  with  this  report,  be  sent  to  the  churches  for  consideration. 

The  vote  of  the  elders,  officials  and  members  taken  in  the  three  negotiating 
churches  was  as  follows: 

Presbyterian:  in  answer  to  the  question,  "Are  you  in  favor  of  organic  union  with 
the  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches?"  Of  9,675  elders,  6,245  vot«d  for, 
2,476  agamst.  Of  ?S7,944  communicants,  106,755  voted  for,  and  48,278  against.  Of 
the  adherents,  37,11  o  voted  for,  and  14,174  against.  In  answer  to  the  question:  "  Do 
you  aoprovc  of  the  proposed  Basis  of  Union?"  5,104  elders  voted  for,  and  2,192 
against.  77,993  communicants  voted  for,  and  27,197  against;  27,756  adherents 
voted  for,  and  10,316  against. 

Methodist:  Of  29,280  officials,  23,475  voted  for,  and  3,869  against.  Of  293,967 
members,  18  years  of  age  and  over,  150,841  voted  for,  and  24,357  against.  Of  29,373 
members  under  18  years  of  age,  17,198  voted  for,  and  2,615  against.  Of  adherents, 
42,115  voted  for,  and  7,234  agamst. 

Congregationalist:  Of  10,689  members.  2,933  voted  for,  and  813  against  the  Basts. 

Subsequent  to  the  taking  of  the  vote  the  courts  of  the  negotiating  churches  took 
the  following  action: 

The  Congregational  Union  of  Canada  resolved  "That  this  Union  considers  the 
action  it  has  already  tsJcen  as  sufficient  and  will  now  wait  until  the  other  negotiating 
bodies  have  had  an  opportunity  of  testing  to  a  corresponding  degree  the  feeling  of 
then- constituencies. "     (Year-book,  1910-11,  p.  31). 

The  General  Conference  Special  Committ«e  of  the  Methodist  Church  declared 
itself  "satisfied  that  the  Methodist  Church  is  now  prepared  to  proceed  toward  the 
Union  of  the  three  negotiating  Churches  on  the  Basis  of  Union  heretofore  agreed  upon." 
(Minutes,  July  lft-17,  1912). 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  resolved  as  follows: 
"In  view  of  the  extent  of  tLj  mmority,  which  is  not  yet  convinced  that 
organic  union  is  the  best  method  of  expressing  the  unity  sincerely  desired  by  all,  the 
Assembly  deems  it  unwise  immediately  to  proceed  to  consummate  the  union,  but 
believes  that  by  further  conference  and  discussion  practically  unanimous  action  can 
be  secured  within  a  reasonable  time.  It  also  resolved  that  all  suggestions  "be  re- 
ferred to  the  Union  Committee  for  their  consideration  in  the  hope  of  removing  ob- 
jections and  with  a  view  to  further  conferences  with  the  Committees  of  the  other 
negotiating  churches. "  (Minutes,  1912,  pp.  45-46.) 


15 

in  1913  the  Antwiubly  reaolved  tlmt  for  th«  fuUest  tad  fatrwt  conodentioo  of 

•very  uapfcct  of  the  qi.f.stion  further  ainendmentH  to  the  present  Buis  of  Union  and 
alternative  proposals  be  invited  and  referred  to  it«  Union  Conunittee,  "in  order  that 
after  eonaidering  tljcm  it  may  a^aiu  eater  into  conference  with  the  Committees  of 
the  other  negotiating  churches,  with  the  view  of  setting  before  our  people  a  final  pre- 
sentation of  the  question  for  their  judgment  (Appendices  to  Minutes,  p.  302). 

In  1914  the  Assembly  invited  the  Methodist  and  Congregational  Churches  to 
meet  in  joint-committt>e  with  its  own  Union  Con?mittee,  m  order  to  consider  an 
amended  Basis  and  to  prepare  a  Basis  that  might  be  submitted  tu  the  Assembly  of 
1915  (Minutes,  1914,  p.  41;.  ' 

Meanwhile  the  Congregational  Union  had  reappointed  its  Union  Committee 
year  by  year,  and  in  1914  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church,  in  response 
to  the  above  invitation,  reappointed  its  Union  Committee.  These  Committees 
met  in  joint  conference  in  Bond  Street  Congregational  Church,  Toronto,  on  the  16th 
and  17th  of  December,  1914,  and  discussed  (1)  the  proposed  changes  in  the  Basis  of 
Union  suggested  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  (2)  changes 
suggested  by  the  denominational  Committees  on  Church  Union,  (3)  the  name  to 
be  given  to  the  United  Church  and  the  names  to  be  given  to  the  courts  and  officials 
of  the  United  Church,  (4)  the  legal  aspects  of  the  whole  queption  of  Church  Union, 
(5.  other  matters  preparatory  to  the  final  recommendation  regarding  Church  Union  to 
be  presented  to  the  proper  courts  of  the  negotiating  churches.  Upon  these  various 
subjects  conclusions  were  reached  which  are  cmbodieid  in  an  amended  Basis  of  Union 
attached  hereto. 

At  the  close  of  the  proceedings  therw  was  passed  the  following  resohttion,  moved 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Salem  G.  Bland,  and  seconded  by  President  W.  C.  Murray: 

"This  Joint  C'^nimittee  on  Church  Union,  representing  the  Presbjrteriaa, 
Methodist,  and  Congregational  Churches,  in  closing  this  session  desire  to  give  thanks 
to  God  for  the  guidance  of  His  Spirit  in  their  deliberations.  They  gratefully 
acknowledge  that  all  the  discussions,  have  been  marked  by  such  a  brotberliness,  a 
freedom,  a  disinterested  eflfort  for  the  best,  as  can  only,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Com- 
mittee, be  ascribed  to  the  gracious  and  unifjring  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  Christ. 
The  Committee  in  commending  this  Basis,  so  harmoniously  amended,  to  the 
judgment  of  the  negotiating  Churches,  do  so  in  a  faith  strengthened  by  this  con- 
ference that  this  movement  so  wonderfully  carried  on  thus  far  will  be  brought,  by 
the  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church,  to  a  cordial  consummation. " 


The  first  part  of  this  statement,  bringing  the  history  of  this  union  movement  tu 
December,  1908,  was  prepared  and  signed  by  the  oritdnal  Secretaries  of  the  Joint 
Committee,  Rev.  A.  Sutherknd,  D.D.,  Rev.  E.  D.  McLaren,  D.D.,  and  Rev.  T.  B. 
Hyde.  The  supplement  was  added  by  instruction  of  the  Joint-Conomittee  in  order 
tu  bring  the  historical  statement  up  to  the  present  time. 


DscsuBSR,  1914. 


J.  H.  RATCLIFFE. 
T.  ALBERT  MOORE, 
W.  H.  WARRINER. 


thh;  united  chur('h  of  (Canada 

THf.  Baws  or  Union 

AB  AOR««D  UPON   BY    rHB  JOINT  COMHrnt.lG  OF  THE   I'RlliSflYTEKiAN,  MBTBOblOT  AND 

CONOBISQ/ITIONAL  CHUBCHBit 


GENERAL 

1  The  name  of  the  Church  formed  by  the  union  of  the  Freebyterian,  Methodist, 
and  Congregational  Churches  in  Canada,  shall  be  "Thi  United  Church  of  Canada. " 

2.  It  shall  be  the  policy  of  The  United  Church  to  foster  the  spirit  of  unity  in  the 
hope  that  this  aentiment  of  unity  may  in  due  time,  so  far  as  Canada  is  con.trned, 
take  shape  in  a  church  which  may  fittingly  be  desf  ribetl  as  national. " 

1)(x;trine 

We  the  representatives  of  the  Presbyterian,  the  Methodist,  and  the  C^ongre- 
gational' branches  c  the  Church  of  Christ  in  punada,  do  hereby  set  forth  the  sub- 
itance  of  the  Christian  faith,  as  commonly  held  among  us.  In  doing  so.  we  build 
upon  the  foundation  laid  by  the  apostles  and  prophets,  Jesus  Christ  hunsetf  beiM  the 
cWef  comer-stone.  We  affirm  our  belief  in  the  Script-  .res  of  the  Old  and  New  Tewta- 
ments  as  the  primary  source  and  ultimate  standard  of  Chnstian  faith  and  life.  We 
acknowledge  the  teacliing  «)f  the  great  Creeds  of  the  ancient  Church.  >\'e  further 
maintain  our  allegiance  to  the  evanKelical  doctrines  of  the  Hefornmtion,  us  set  fiifth 
in  com^  on  in  the  doctrinal  standards  adopted  by  the  I'resbylenan  Church  in  CanmlH. 
by  the  Congregational  Union  of  Ontario  and  Quebec,  and  by  the  Methodist  Church. 
We  present  the  accompanying  statemwit  as  a  brief  summary  of  our  common  faith,  and 
commend  it  to  the  studious  attention  of  the  members  and  adherents  of  the  negotiating 
Churches,  as  in  substance  agreeable  to  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Article  l.—Of  God.— We  believe  in  the  one  only  livmg  and  true  God,  a  Spurit, 
infinite,  eternal  and  unchangeable,  in  His  being  and  perfections;  the  Lord  Ahnkhty, 
who  is  love,  most  just  in  all  His  ways,  most  glorious  in  holiness,  unsearchable  m 
wisdom,  plenteous  in  mercy,  full  of  compassion,  and  abundant  in  goodness  and  truth. 
We  worship  Him  in  the  unity  of  the  Godhead  and  the  mystery  of  the  Holy  Trinity, 
the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  three  persons,  of  the  same  substance,  equal  in 
power  and  glory. 

ARTICLE  11  -Of  Revelation.— Vfe  believe  that  God  has  revealed  Himself  in  nature, 
in  history,  and  in  the  heart  of  man;  that  He  has  been  graciously  pleased  to  m^e 
clearer  revelation  of  Himself  to  men  of  God  who  sp^ke  as  they  were  moved  by  the 
Holy  sJoirit;  and  that  in  the  fubiess  of  time  He  ha* ;  perfectly  revealed  Himself  m  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Word  made  flesh,  who  is  the  bri^.itness  of  the  Father's  glory  and  the 
express  image  of  His  person.  We  receive  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testaments,  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  as  containmg  the  only  infallible  rule  of 
faith  and  life,  a  faithful  record  of  God's  gracious  revelations,  and  as  the  sure 
witness  to  Christ. 

Article  III.— 0/  the  Divine  Purpose.— We  believe  that  the  eternal,  wise,  holy 
and  loving  purpose  of  God  so  embraces  all  events  that  while  the  freedom  of  man  is  not 
taien  away,  nor  is  God  the  author  of  sin,  yet  in  His  providence  He  makes  aU  things 
work  together  in  the  fulfilment  of  His  sovereign  design  and  the  manifestation  of  His 
glory. 

AwncLB  IV.— Of  Creation  a.id  Providence.— We  believe  that  God  is  the  creator, 
upholder  and  governor  of  aU  things;  that  He  is  above  aU  His  works  and  in  them  all; 
and  that  He  made  man  in  His  own  image,  meet  for  fellowship  with  Him  free  and  abto 
to  choose  between  good  and  evil,  and  responsible  to  his  Maker  and  Lord. 
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AUTICM!  V.  Of  the  Sin  Iff  htttn.  W»- l.flirv.  tliut  mir  fli  t  j.^nnt  ,  l.-iuf,  t'ni|.- 
Uid,  ('hone  cvilj  ami  mi  fell  awny  from  (uhI  tuiil  lunu*  iimlfr  lliu  jxtwtr  nf  fin,  lli*-  pen- 
ftlty  of  which  18  eternal  death;  and  that,  by  reason  of  this  disobedienre,  all  men  are 
boru  with  a  Hinful  nature,  that  we  have  broken  Gud'^  law  and  that  iiu  iiiuu  cau  Lt* 
Mvcd  but  by  Hia  grace. 

AsncLS  VI.— 0/  the  Grace  of  0  ^.— Wo  believe  that  God,  out  of  Hio  great  love 
for  the  worid,  has  given  His  only  begotten  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of  sinner-s,  end  in 
the  Gospel  freely  offers  His  all-sufficient  salvation  to  all  men.  We  believe  also  that 
God,  in  His  own  good  pleasure,  gave  to  liia  Son  a  people,  an  innuiner.  bio  multitude, 
chosen  in  Christ  unto  holiness,  service  tUid  salvation. 

ARTICLS  VII. — Of  the  Lord  Jeaua  Chritt. — We  believe  in  and  confess  the  Lord 
Jesus  Chrst,  the  only  Mediator  between  God  and  man,  wh«),  being  the  Eternal  Son 
(if  God,  for  us  men  and  for  our  salvation  l)ecamn  truly  man,  bfing  <'()in«'ivo<l  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  and  born  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  yet  without  mii.  Unto  us  llo  has  reveule<l 
the  Father,  by  Hi.**  word  and  Spirit,  making  known  the  jwrfect  will  of  Goil.  For  our 
redemption  He  fulfilled  all  righteousness,  offered  Himself  a  perfect  sacrifu-e  on  the 
cross,  satisfied  Divine  justice  ''nd  made  propitiation  for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world. 
He  rose  from  the  dead  and  ascended  into  Heaven,  ivhere  He  ever  inttTcedes  for  us. 
In  the  hearts  of  believers  He  abides  forever  us  the  indwelling  ("hrist;  above  us  and 
over  us  all  He  rules;  wherefore,  unto  Hiui  wu  ri-nder  love,  ol>edience  and  adoration 
as  our  Prophet,  Priest  and  King. 

Articlk  Will.— Of  the  Holy  .Slpint.— We  belit-ve  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  T-ord  and 
Giver  of  Life,  who  proceeds  from  the  Fatlmr  and  tin'  Son,  who  moves  upon  tlu!  hearts 
of  men  to  restrain  them  from  evil  ami  to  iniiti-  tl>  iii  imlo  k<""I,  and  whom  the  Father 
is  evT  willing  to  give  unto  all  who  a.sk  Him.  U'e  iM-Jit-vi'  (hut  He  ha.s  .^pokiMi  by  holy 
men  of  Goil  in  making  known  Hirt  truth  to  men  lur  lltfir  ^<alvation;  that,  through  our 
exalted  Saviour,  He  won  sent  forth  in  iHJWur  to  < diu  ict  lUv  world  <)f  sin,  to  enlighten 
men's  minds  in  the  knowledge  of  Clirist,  and  to  persuade  and  enable  them  to  obey  the 
call  of  the  Gospel;  and  that  H«i  abides  with  the  ('hureh,  dwelling  in  every  believer  as 
the  spirit  of  truth,  of  p«  *er,  of  holines.'t,  «)f  comfort  and  of  love. 

Article  IX. — Of  Regeneration. — We  believe  in  the  necessity  of  regeneration, 
whereby  we  ara  made  new  creatures  m  Christ  Jesus  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  who  imparts 
spiritual  life  by  the  gracious  and  mysterious  operation  of  His  power,  using  as  the 
ordinary  means  the  truths  of  His  word  and  the  ordinances  of  divine  appointment  in 
ways  agreeable  to  the  nature  of  man. 

Article  X. — Of  Faith  and  Repentance. — We  believe  that  faith  in  Chiist  is  a 
saving  grace  whereby  we  receive  Him,  trust  in  Him  and  rest  upon  Him  alone  for 
salvation,  as  He  is  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel,  and  that  this  saving  faith  is  always 
accompanied  by  repentance,  wherein  we  confess  and  forsake  our  sins  with  full  purpose 
of  and  endeavor  after  a  new  olaedience  to  God. 

Article  XI. — 0/  Juttification  and  Sonship. — We  believe  that  God,  on  the  sole 
ground  of  the  perfect  obedience  and  sacrifice  of  Christ,  pardons  those  who  by  faith 
receive  Hira  as  their  Saviour  and  Lord,  accepts  them  as  righteous  and  bestows  upon 
them  the  adoption  of  sons,  with  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  therein  implied,  including 
a  conscious  assurance  of  their  sonship. 

Article  XII. — Of  Sandification. — We  believe  that  those  who  are  regenerated 
and  justified  grow  in  the  likeness  of  Christ  through  fellowship  with  Him,  the  in- 
dwelling of  the  Holy  Spmt,  and  obedience  to  the  truth;  that  a  holy  life  is  the  fruit  and 
evidence  of  saving  faith'  and  that  the  beUever's  hope  of  continuance  in  such  a  life 
is  in  the  preserving  grace  of  God.  And  we  believe  that  in  this  growth  in  grace  Chris- 
tiana may  attain  that  maturity  and  full  assurance  of  faith  whereby  the  love  of  God  ia 
made  perfect  in  us. 

Article  XIII.— 0/  Proyer.  -We  believe  that  we  are  encouraged  to  draw  near 
to  God,  our  tieavenly  Father,  in  the  name  of  Hia  Son,  Jeeus  Christ,  and  on  our  own 
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behalf  luid  that  of  uthern  to  pour  out  our  heartM  hOmbty  yet  tmiy  before  Him,  ai 
becunuf'  Ilk  beloved  cliildniii,  Kiving  Mim  the  honour  and  praiw  due  to  H'u  holy  name, 
aitking  Him  to  glorify  Himwlf  on  earth  m  in  heaven,  ironfeHMing  unto  Him  our  Blna 
and  seeking  of  Him  every  gift  needful  for  thia  life  and  for  our  everlantuig  Halvation. 
We  believe  also  that,  inaamuch  aa  all  true  prayer  is  prompted  by  Hii  8puit,  He  wiU 
in  reH{<onHe  thereto  grant  us  evCTy  blessing  according  to  His  unsearchable  wist'uni  and 
the  riches  of  His  grace  in  Jesus  Christ. 

Awricu!  XIV.— 0/  the  Law  of  God.— We  believe  that  the  moral  law  of  God,  nun>- 
marixcd  in  the  Ten  Commandments,  testified  to  by  the  prophetH  and  unfolded  in  the 
life  and  tcachin|r  jf  Jesus  Chrst,  stands  forever  b  truth  and  equity,  :jid  ia  not  made 
void  by  faith,  b.i  on  the  contrary  is  <»tabli8hed  thereby.  We  believe  that  GcmI  re- 
QuircH  of  every  man  to  do  juatly,  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humblv  with  God ;  and 
tnat  only  through  this  harmony  with  the  will  of  God  shall  be  fulfilled  that  brother^ 
hood  of  man  wherein  the  kingdom  of  God  is  to  be  made  manifest. 

Articls  XV. — Of  the  Church. — We  acknowledge  one  holy  catholic  Church,  the 
innumerable  company  of  saints  of  every  age  and  natior ,  who,  being  united  by  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  Christ  their  Head  are  one  body  in  Him  and  have  communion  with 
their  Lord  and  with  one  another.  Further,  we  receive  it  an  the  will  of  Christ  that 
His  Church  on  earth  should  exist  as  a  visible  and  sacred  brotherhood,  conHiitting  of 
those  who  profeHs  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and  obedience  to  Him,  to[^ther  with  their 
children,  and  other  baptized  children,  and  organised  for  the  confession  of  His  name, 
for  the  public  worship  of  God,  for  the  administration  of  the  sacraments,  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  saints,  and  for  the  universal  propagation  of  the  Gospel;  and  we 
acknowledge  as  a  part,  more  or  less  pure,  of  this  universal  brotherhood,  every  par- 
ticular Church  throughout  the  world  which  professes  this  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and 
obedience  to  Him  as  divine  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Article  XVL — Of  the  SacramerUa. — We  acknowledge  two  sacraments,  Bapti.im 
and  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  were  instituted  by  Christ,  to  be  of  perpetual  obligation 
as  signs  and  seals  of  ihr  covenant  ratified  in  His  precious  blood,  as  means  of  grure, 
by  which,  working  in  us,  He  doth  not  only  quicken,  but  also  stren^^hen  and  comfort 
our  faith  in  Him,  and  as  ordinances  through  the  observance  of  which  His  Church  is 
to  confess  her  Lo/ii  -uid  be  visibly  distinguished  from  the  re  t  of  the  world. 

(1)  Baptism  with  water  into  the  name  of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  the  sacrament  b^  which  are  signified  and  sealed  our  union  to  Clirist 
and  participation  in  the  blessmgs  of  the  new  covenant.  The  proper  subjects  of 
baptism  are  believers,  and  infants  presented  by  their  parents  or  guardians  in  the 
Christian  iaith.  In  the  latter  case  the  parents  or  guardians  should  train  up  their 
children  in  the  nurture  and  admonition  of  the  Lord,  and  should  expect  that  their 
children  will,  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  receive  the  benefits  which  the 
sacrament  is  designed  and  fitted  to  convey.  The  Church  is  under  the  most  solemn 
obligation  to  provide  for  their  Christian  instruction. 

(2)  The  Lord's  Supper  is  the  sacrament  of  communion  with  Christ  and  with 
His  people,  in  which  bread  and  wine  are  given  and  received  in  thankful  remeir^brance 
of  Him  and  His  sacrifice  on  the  cross;  and  they  who  in  faith  receive  the  same  do,  after 
a  spiritual  manner,  partake  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  their 
comfort,  nourishment  and  growth  in  grace.  All  may  be  admitted  to  the  Lord's 
Supper  who  make  a  credible  profession  of  their  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  of 
obedience  to  His  law. 

Article  XVII.— 0/  the  Minittry.—We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ,  as  the  S  r«ne 
Head  of  the  Church,  has  appointed  therein  a  ministry  of  the  word  and  saeriiuicnts, 
and  calls  men  to  this  ministry;  that  the  Church,  under  the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
recognizes  and  chooses  those  whom  He  calls,  and  shouUl  thereupon  dtUy  ordain  them 
to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 

Article  XVIIL— O/  Church  Order  and  FeUowthip.—Vfe  believe  that  the  Supreme 
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tod  cmly  HMd  of  the  Church  la  the  Lord  Jetu*  Chrwt;  that  ita  wonhip,  teaehfaif, 
diaoipUiw  And  govenunent  should  be  admlnkterad  •ccording  to  Ilia  will  bv  penona 
ehoaen  tot  their  fitneaa  and  duly  aet  apert  to  their  office;  and  that  although  the  viMihIe 
Church  may  contain  unworthy  membera  and  ia  liable  to  err,  yet  believcn  oiiRht  not 
Uchtly  to  aeparat*' '' -nmielvea  from  ita  communion,  but  are  to  live  in  fpllowMhip  with 
their  brethren,  n-hlcu  fellowship  ia  to  be  extended,  aa  God  fives  opportunity,  to  alt 
who  in  every  place  call  upon  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jcmus. 

Articlb  XIX.— 0/  the  fteaitrr^Uon,  Ike  Lwi  Judgement  and  the  F  Uwr  Ltff.- 
We  believe  that  there  Bhall  be  a  resur  tion  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  ju«l  atkd  of  the 
unjust,  through  the  power  of  the  Son  ...  viod,  who  shall  como  to  judi^o  the  livitiK  nn.j 
th*"  dead;  that  the  finally  impenitent  shall  ro  away  into  etcmiil  punwhmcnt  and  the 
riRhtcous  into  life  eternal. 

ARTictB  XX.—Of  Chrittian  Service  and  the  Final  Triumph.— W'c  Ik-Iicvc  that  it 
is  our  duty  as  disciples  and  servants  of  Chrint,  to  further  the  extprntion  of  Hm  kingdom, 
to  do  good  unto  all  men,  to  maintain  the  publi*!  and  private  wornhip  of  (Jn.|,  to  hiillow 
the  Lord's  Day,  to  preserve  the  inviolability  of  marriage  and  the  sanctity  of  the  family, 
to  uph  Id  the  just  authority  of  the  State,  and  so  to  Uve  in  all  honesty,  purity  and 
chanty  that  our  lives  shall  testify  of  Christ.  Wo  joyfully  receive  the  word  of  C^hrist. 
bidding  Hia people  go  into  all  the  world  and  make  diwiplcH  of  all  nationM,  dc<larin{i| 
unto  them  that  God  was  in  Christ  reconciling  the  world  unto  Himself,  and  that  Ho  will 
have  all  men  to  be  saved,  and  como  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth.  \S  o  confidently 
believe  thai  by  Hm  jwwor  and  grace  all  His  enemies  shall  finally  be  overcome,  and 
the  kingdoms  of  this  world  b-  maile  the  kingdom  of  our  God  and  of  His  Chrwt. 


POLITY 

The  Joint  Committee,  after  an  examination  of  the  forms  of  church  government 
of  the  negotiating  Churches  and  the  practical  working  thereof,  is  greatly  gratified  tfi 
find: 

1.  That  while  the  officers  and  courts  of  the  nefiotiating  ('hurih.?s  iimy  bear 
different  names,  there  is  a  substantial  degree  of  similanty  in  the  duties  and  functions 
of  these  officers  and  courts. 

2.  That,  engaged  in  the  same  work,  with  the  same  object  u  view,  and  earnestly 
endeavoring  to  meet  the  conditions  confronting  Ihe  Churches  in  Canada,  the  negoti- 
ating Churches  have  been  steadily  approximafing  more  nearly  to  each  other,  both  in 
forms  of  church  government  and  methods  of  administration. 

3.  That  there  are  distinctive  elements  in  each  which  would  add  to  the  efficiency 
of  a  united  Church,  and  which  can  be  preserved  with  great  advantage  in  the  f  .mi  of 
polity  to  be  adopted  for  The  United  Church. 

4.  That  in  this  view  it  is  possible  to  provide  for  substantial  local 
freedom,  and  at  the  same  time  secure  the  benefits  of  a  strong  connexional  tie  and 
co-oiierative  efficiency. 

The  following  recommendations  are  submitted  as  setting  forth  the  Polity  proposed 
for  The  United  Church  of  Canada. 

I.— The  -"^ 

1.  The  members  of  The  United  Churc  „,  be  the  members  of  the  negotiating 
Churches,  and  such  others  as  may  hereafter  become  members. 

2.  The  unit  of  organization  for  The  United  Church  shall  be  The  Pastoral  Charge. 
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A  pHtoral  K.:\uw»  may  •"«»'»"'♦  "'  "»"'"  ^''""  ""*'  ''^^  '"'"*"'' '  *  '***'  "'"*"*' ''  *  *^'  "* 
jwrtoM  meeting  for  public  womhip  in  ono  pliwt). 

8.  The  lovcrnlng  b,Kli«  or  courtn  of  (he  Chwh,  hifher  thim  thoie  of  the  pMiord 

charge,  ahiilTlw: 

(a)  The  Preebytery. 
(6)  The  Conference. 
(e)  The  Oenerel  Council. 

n.— ThB  Pa»TORAI.  (  BAROr,  (CinCCIT  0«  COHO««OATIOIt) 

A. — Ckarge$  exiiting  previoux  to  the  Union 

4  In  the  management  of  tlieir  local  al.aim  the  varioua  churchen,  charges,  «rcultB  or 
cor  ^J^tloMof  Ul^gotiating  Churchee  .hall  bo  cntiUcd  to  7»t">X  m-hTKr 
an.  -'tieos  (including  thowj  practiccfi  rclatmg  to  membership,  churih  ordmance*. 
£  „  ,  .ih"Xand  Young  People'*  8o.ietieH)  enjoyed  by  them  ft  the  t^c  of  the 
unltne'^^icct  in  general  afTairs  to  the  legislation,  pnncipleH n  -l  disciplme  of  The 
CtJ^ChS.  Their  rcpre«outative«  in  the  next  higher  goverumj?  In^Jy  .r  court 
shall  be  choeen  an  at  prcttent. 

5  The  plan  of  orgimiziition  pr.<H.ril)Ctl  for'pwtoral  chargea  to  U-  foriiiwl  Hul.s«.|iiciit 
to  thMnion  may  at  any  tin.o  bo  mloptetl  by  any  church,  charge,  circuit  or  conpn-gn 
tion  existing  at  the  time  of  the  union. 

6.  Subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  next  succeediM  paragraph  hereof ,  all  property, 
real  and  p.^r8onHl,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada  held  mvroat 
for  or  to  the  use  of  a  church,  charge,  circuit  or  conpgation  of  any  of  the  nMotiat- 
ng  Churches,  shall  be  h.ld  by  tn.sU<cH  appointed  By  or  on  behalJ  of  «£i  cliurch 
charce.  circuit  or  congregation,  upon  trusts  set  forth  and  declared  in  »  Mode  l-rust 
l5Sf  This  Model  Tnlst  Deed  should  be  a  schedule  to  the  Act,  and  should  con- 
Uun,  amoHK  others,  a  provision  to  the  followmg  effert:  That  the  pmi«Jy«  hdd 
for  the  chu  'h,  charge,  circuit  or  congregation  as  a  part  of  The  Umted  Church,  ud 
that  no  pn,  .erty  so  held  shall  be  sold,  exchanged,  or  m  any  manner  encuml.er«d, 
unless  the  ITesbyteiy  "hall,  at  the  instance  of  the  ehureh^harge,  circuitj^^^^^^^ 
gregation,  have  given  its  sanction,  subject  to  an  appeal,  if  dertred,  to  the  Conference. 

7  Any  property  or  funds  owned  by  a  church,  charge,  circuit  or  congregation 
at  the  time  of  the  inion  solely  for  its  own  benefit,  or  verted  in  tn»tees  f..r  the 
soleUntfit  of  such  church,  charge,  circuit  or  congregation,  and  not  for  the  dcnomina- 
tion  of  which  the  said  church,  char^,  circuit  or  congiwation  |^™«i  »  P*JJ;  "f  *' 
not  be  affected  by  the  legislation  gi^ng  effect  to  theunfcnor  by.  ">y  >«f»'*;»°"  "' 
The  United  Church  without  the  cousent  of  the  church  chufe,  circuit  or  congrega- 
tion for  which  such  property  is  held  in  trust. 

8.  Churches,  charges,  circuits  or  corgregations  received,  iubaequent  to  the  union 
into  The  UnitSchur^,  with  tha  app:  jval  of  Presbyteries,  shall  ^  entitled,  if  they 
so  desire,  to  the  privileges  of  sections  4,  6  and  7. 

B. — Chargea  to  be  formed  tubtequent  to  th»  Union 

9.  T»ti»  liberty  of  the  pH»t<.r»l  charuc  sli»ll  hv  . r,(.|rni»«l  tn  tl.p  fuUcpt  "«♦«>* 
compatible  with : 

(o)  The  oversight  of  the  epintual  m*«re.^(B  i-f  li.*'  -barge  by  ^hf^.^^lf^^.J-"' 
ministers)  and  a  body  of  m.>n  ppecially  chosen  and  set  apart  or  ordamed  for  that 
work,  who  shall  jointly  constitute  the  (session; 

(6)  The  efficient  c(M)perati«m  of  the  representatives  of  the  variouw  departments 
of  the  work  of  th?  'charge  by  means  of  a  meeting  to  be  ^ek}  *t  le»Pt  quarterly, 
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(e)  TV  hntftr  <^>-or«nitfaB  of  Uin  vwimiM  pMtorftI  ehutM  tii  th*  tm***^ 
work  of  the  C^orrh,  iinH 

(rf)  The  txttriM  by  Uw  liigliw  gnvrrninn  IkkHtk  or  rinirtn  "f  thrir  ihrnrrn  ..fn| 
ftinrtinn!*,  hprrinaft«r  wl  forth. 

It).  New  niptloral  charRCBor  loc»l  churchwmhiill  l>e(omir«l  with  tlir  roruriil  i>f 
•  I*r«ibyt«ry  uy  i>erBon»  reniding  within  its  houndu,  who  fiwlair  thoir  iMlherm«e  to 
the  prineipleii  of  The  United  Church,  and  their  dcnire  for  the  fommtion  of  nurh 
charge  or  rhurrh.  Miaaiona  may  be  organiied  aa  paiitoral  charRon  by  PrcKbytcry 
of  itfl  own  motion,  or  on  tiie  Ruggeiition  of  the  Mimionary  8u[)erint«ndent  or  tlie 
Mininter,  under  Huch  regulationii  a«  the  General  Counril  may  paw. 

Before  annf  .ior.'f  t  the  fortimiiDti  of  a  pastoral  oharKo  or  Iim-u.  .urrh.  tli'-  I'rea- 
bytery  nhnll  '  •  req  lired  to  hear  and  consider  the  repnwiitationH  of  itnv  iwninral 
charge  that   nay  be  affected  by  the  proposed  artiofi. 

11.  (a)  The  memlwrs  of  lb<'  f'bnrrh  cntilUd  ♦"  ill  'hiirrd  priviUpt'  inr  ilirm* 
who,  on  i»  profcH.-i«>n  of  Uieir  f»i«l>  in  .Ut-m  rhri-.t  hiuI  ..l^diemr  to  llim,  >>h\r  l.rrn 
rerejvfd  into  full  iii<riil'«'ri*lii|'  Tlif  rliildmi  of  smh  (>«  r.  iin.i  u>u\  nil  l>.i|tii»ed  children 
am  memi)rni  of  the  ('hunli,  »nd  il  i*  tlirir  duty  »M'I  i.rivilrRc,  whin  thry  n-aiji  tlm 
age  of  diMTction,  'o  niter  inli*  full  tnrinlrtT-'liii*  Admivsinn  to  full  riirmbtrHhip, 
and  KrantinK  of  certiriciitcs  of  rmioval,  hIihII  Int  by  the  mtion  of  tlic  aewtion,  au<l  by 
the  artion  of  thfwe  in  full  nicinbernhip  whire  dccired  l>y  the  piwloral  rlmrRr. 

(fc)  The  incinlwrH  of  a  W,u\  clmnh  who  are  entitled  (o  vof*  at  nil  rJieetiiiKs  are 
peraonH  in  full  incmbernhip,  w.ione  names  arc  on  t'lc  rnll  <if  the  chtinh  With  the 
consent  of  these,  »dherentn  who  contribute  regularly  to  Iho  Hupp<irt  of  the  ( hurch 
may  vote  on  tcmponil  nmtters. 

12.  The  nien>l>crs  of  a  lo«i»l  church  himll  meet  nniiimlly,  and  nu»re  frequently  if 
they  deem  it  advisable. 

l;V  The  Sewion  shnll  Imve  overHijtl'.l  of  ihc  Kpiril  .al  interests  of  the  pa.ttora' 
charge.  The  management  of  ilh  icniiMtriil  niul  liiuinciul  wfTnirs  nhall  be  entniKt^d  tn 
a  Committ^  «if  Stewards.  The  Official  Bount,  consistim  'f  the  8«wion  nnd  Com- 
mittee of  Stewards  with  representatives  in  full  church  u^cmbership,  of  such  other 
departments  of  church  work  m  may  be  agit-ed  upon  by  the  General  Council,  shall 
meet  quarterly,  and  more  frequently  if  they  deem  it  advisable,  for  the  consideration 
of  matters  of  joint  interest. 

14.  The  members  of  the  session,  other  than  the  minister,  shall  be  chosen  by  those 
in  full  church  membership,  and  .shall  hold  oVRve  under  regidationa  to  be  passed  by  the 
General  Council. 

15.  (i)  It  shall  l>n  the  duty  of  the  sosaicm  in  have  the  oversight,  of: 

(1)  The   adniissifin   of  jM-rHonH  into  full  incmlnThhii.,  and  the  grauioiK  -.f  rrr 
tifirat*s  of  removsl. 

(2)  The  conduct  of  members,  with  power  to  exerci.w  discipline. 

(3)  The  administration  of  the  sacraments. 

(4)  The  religions  training  of  the  young,  an<l  the  organisation  of  meetings  for 
Christian  fellowship,  in.sl  ruction  and  work. 

(5)  'IIjs  order  of  public  v  ..rahiii,  iucluduig  the  service  of  piaise  and  the  uae  of 
the'church  edifice. 

(6)  The  care  of  the  jHwr,  and  the  visiting  of  the  sick. 
{k)  It  iIiaU  •!«>  be  ita  duty: 
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(7)  To  receive  and  judge  petitions,  etc.,  from  members. 

(8)  To  transmit  petitions,  appeals,  etc.,  to  Presbytery. 

(9)  To  recommend  suitable  laymen  to  Presbjrteries  for  license  to  preach. 

(10)  To  recommend  suitable  candidates  for  the  ministry. 

16.  The  stewards  shall  be  chosen  by  the  local  church,  and,  wherever  practicable, 
should  be  persons  in  full  membership. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Stewards  to  serure  rontributions  for 
the  purposes  of  the  local  church,  and  to  disburse  the  moneys  received  for  these 
purposes. 

17.  It  shall  hf  the  duty  of  the  Official  Board: 

(1)  To  secure  contributions  for  missionary  and  other  general  objertfi  of  the 
Church. 

(2)  To  select  representativeb,  in  full  church  membership,  of  the  pastoral  charge  to 
the  Presbytery. 

(3)  To  submit  to  the  pastoral  charge  or  local  church  for  its  consideration  re- 
ports on  life  and  work,  including  a  full  statement  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  of 
indebtedness  and  of  estimates  for  the  ensuing  yean 

(4)  To  transmit  from  the  pastoral  charge,  through  the  Presbytery,  to  the 
Settlement  Committee,  representations  concerning  the  pastoral  relation. 

(5)  To  attend  to  matters  affecting  the  pastoral  charge  not  assigned  to  any  of 
the  other  bodies. 

18.  All  lands,  premises  and  property  acquired  for  the  use  of  a  local  chunh  or  a  • 
pastoral  charge  of  The  United  Church  shall  be  held,  used  and  administered  under  the 
trusts  of  the  above  Model  Trust  Deed  (See  "Polity"  par.  6). 

III. — The  Presbttert 

19.  The  Presbytery  shall  consist  of: 

(1)  The  ordained  ministers  within  the  bounds — 

(a)  Who  ai*  engaged  in  some  department  of  church  work ;  and 

(b)  Who  have  been  placed  on  the  roll  by  special  enactment  of  the  Conference  in 
accordance  with  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  General  Council. 

(The  rights  to  membership  in  Presbyteries,  District  Meetings,  and  Associations, 
enjoyed  by  ministers  at  the  time  of  the  union,  shall  be  conserved.) 

(2)  The  elders,  deacons,  leaders  or  other  non-ministerial  representatives  oi 
pastoral  charges,  within  the  bounds,  equal  in  number  to  the  number  of  ministers,  and 
chosen  in  accordance  with  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  General  Council. 

20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Presbytery: 

(1)  To  have  the  oversight  of  the  pastoral  charges  within  its  bounds,  review 
their  records,  and  form  new  pastoral  charges,  or  local  churches. 

(2)  To  receive  and  dispose  of  petitions  and  appeals  from  the  lower  governing 
bodies  or  courts. 

(3)  To  transmit  petitions  and  appeals  to  the  higher  governing  bodies  or  courts. 

(4)  To  license  as  preachers  laymen  who  are  duly  reconunended  and  who  after 
examination  are  approved. 
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(5)  To  miperinttMid  the  education  of  students  lo«iking  f.»rward  to  the  ministry 
and  to  certify  them  to  theological  collegeH.  '' 

(6)  To  inauire,  each  year,  into  the  personal  character,  doctrinal  beliefs  and  ceneral 
fitnesa  of  candidates  for  the  nunistry,  recommended  by  seasions,  official  boards  or 

ocal  churches;  and,  when  they  have  fulfilled  the  prescribed  requirements,  to  licen-e 
them  to  preach  and  to  recommend  them  for  ordination  by  the  Conference. 

(7)  To  induct  or  install  ministers. 

(8)  To  deal  with  matters  sent  down  by  the  higher  governing  bodies  or  courts. 

-.i,-^^^-.'^?  '*''"?*  measures  for  promoting  the  religious  life  of  the  pastoral  charires 
within  its  bounds.  " 

(10)  To  select  non-ministerial  representatives  to  the  Conference,  of  whom  at 
least  a  majonty  shall  have  been  previously  chosen  by  pastoral  charges  to  represent 
Conmlht  ^^  **'  ^^  """>inate  representatives  on  the  Conference  Settlement 

(11)  To  have  the  oversight  of  the  conduct  of  mini.stera  within  its  bounds. 

IV. — The  Conference 

♦  u^^-.'^l!®  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  ministers  on  the  rolls  of  the  Presbyteries 
mthin  Its  bounds,  and  an  equal  number  of  non-ministeriai  repre.sentatives  of  oastoral 
charges  chosen  as  provided  for  in  subsection  20  (par.  10).  f         »» 

22.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Conference: 

(1)  To  meet  every  year. 

(2)  To  determine  the  number  and  boundaries  of  the  Presbyteries  within  its 
bounds,  have  oversight  of  them,  and  review  their  records. 

(3)  To  receive  and  dispo.se  of  appeals  and  petitions,  subject  to  the  usual  right  of 

(4)  To  see  that,  as  far  as  possible,  every  pastoral  charge  within  its  bounds  shall  have 
a  pastorate  without  interruption,  and  that  every  effective  minister  shall  have  a 
pastoral  charge,  and  to  effect  this  through  a  Settlement  Committee  which  it  shall 
appoint  annually. 

(5)  To  examine  and  ordain  candidates  for  the  ministry  who  have  fulfilled  the 
prescribed  requirements  and  have  been  recommended  by  Presbyteries. 

(6)  To  receive  ministers  from  other  (Ihurches  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the 
Ueneral  Council. 

(7)  To  deal  with  matters  referred  to  it  by  the  (ieneral  Council. 

»    .  J^l,'^°  '^l^}'  "■"  ^^^^^  number  of  ministerial  and  non-minii-terial  representatives 
to  the  General  Council. 

(9)  To  have  oversight  of  the  religious  life  of  the  Church  within  its  bounds,  and  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  judged  necessary  for  its  prorat.tion. 

V^.— The  Gener.\l  Council 

23.  The  General  Council  shall  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  ministers  and  non- 
numstenai  represt;ntatived  chosen  by  the  Conferences.  Us  regular  meeting  shall  be 
held  every  second  year.  Its  presiding  officer  shall  be  the  cWef  executive  officer  of 
the  Church,  and  dunng  his  term  of  office  he  may  be  reUeved  of  his  pastoral  or 
other  duties,  * 


24.  The  CiMi^-ruKIi.umilHhhll  have  full  j.o*er 

(1)  To  deteriuiiie  tlie  liuuiber  uud  boundaries  of  the  Coufereuctw,  have  oversight 
of  them,  and  review  their  records. 

(2)  (a)  To  legislate  on  matters  respecting  the  doctrine,  worHhip,  luemliership. 
and  government  oHhe  Church,  subject  to  the  conditions:  K.rHt  'hat  l^forc  any  ruk 
oh'.w  relative  to  those  matters  ca..  beoome  a  pernm..<»t  hm.  it  must  rerrive  the  ap- 
ZnZ  of  a  majorilv  of  the.  I'resbvt.-rics,  an.l.  if  .uKisiible.  |.>i«t,uni  r  .arjce.s  nh,r, 
K  I  hat  r^n.m  of  a.l.niKsi<mt.o  full  nuMnlH,rshi,.  shall  Is;  pn^mlml  other  than 
SK  la  d  down  in  the  New  Testament;  and,  Third,  that  the  freedom  of  worsaip 
at^nt  en  Jyed  in  the  negotiating  Churches  shall  not  be  interfered  with  m  The 
United  Church. 

(b)  To  legislate  on  all  matters  respecting  property,  subject  to  tlie  liniitatious 
elsewhere  proved  in  this  ba.sia  of  Union,  and  subject  also  to  the  appn.val  of  the 
Conference  in  which  the  property  is  situated. 

(3)  To  prescribe  and  regulate  the  course  of  study  of  candidat&s  for  the  ministry 
and  to  regulate  the  admission  of  ministers  ff^ -la  other  Churches. 

(4)  To  receive  and  dispose  of  petitions,  memorials,  etc. 

(5)  To  dispose  of  appeak. 

(6)  To  determine  the  missionary  poUcy  of  the  Church,  and  to  provide  for  the 
conduct  of  its  missions. 

(7)  To  have  charge  of  the  colleges  of  the  Church,  and  to  take  what  measures  are 
deemed  advisable  for  the  promotion  of  Christian  education. 

(8)  To  appoint  committees  or  boards  and  officers  for  the  different  departmenta 
of  ebureh  work,  and  to  receive  their  reports  and  give  them  instructions  and  authority. 

(9)  To  correspond  with  other  Churches. 

(10)  And  in  general  to  enact  such  lepslation  and  adopt  such  measures  tu  mav 
tend  ti.  promote  true  godliness,  repress  immorality,  preserve  tlie  unity  and  well- 
uSng  of  theChurcb,  wd  advance  the  Kingdom  of  Christ  throughout  the  world. 


THE  MfNISTRY 

I  —PabToi    .U  OKflCE,    iNt'LlJUIN.!    TkKM   nl''  SliHVlCl 

Recognieing  the  desirability  of  j.reserving  tii.-  e.s.sen.e  of  both  the  settled  pastorate 
and  the  Uinerum^y,  the  Joint  Comiuittee  is  of  ti.e  o,.iiMoi.  that  u  iK-iiouiuy  of  bcth 
J?U."pts  is  poHsible.  and  that  the  be.t  features  of  both  sy.te.,..  .uuy  be  .rta.oed 
We,  therefore,  reiominend  as  follows. 

1.  Tlie  pastoral  relation  shall  be  without  a  time  limit. 

2  The  policy  of  the  Church  shall  be  that  every  pastoral  charge  shall  liave,  as 
far  fts'pow'iWe,  a  pastorate  without  intcrrupti<.n,  an.l  that  every  effective  minister 
sliall  have  a  pasUiral  charge. 

3.  There  shall  be  for  each  Conference  a  Settlement  Committee  consisting  of 
ministers  and  laymen,  and  appointed  annually  by  the  Confereuce.  On  this  Coin- 
mitteTLh  Pr^byter^r  shall  be  represented.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee 
to^nSer^appfeations  for  ^settlement  from  ministers  and  Pantoral  charges 
w^thTn  the  district  over  which  it  has  jurisdiction.  For  this  purj^e  it  shaU  meet 
ISnuaUy  before  the  meeting  of  the  Confereoce  next  after  that  by  which  it  ww 
•ppointed. 
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4.  A  minUter  hy  liia  owu  uvti4(n  uini  u  pHMtoral  ilirtrge  tliroui^li  iin  rubttliiutiuuiil 
represeutativet)  luuy,  by  ^>lt('h  u  date-  iM-furc  the  ttimuul  lueeliug  of  iht-  Sellleiiieul 
Committee  as  the  General  Council  shall  determine,  seek  a  change  of  pastoral  relation 
by  means  of  an  application,  through  the  Presbytery,  to  the  Settlement  Committee. 
All  such  appliratinns  shall  be  in  writing. 

.'>.  Any  piustoiul  charge,  in  view  of  a  vacancy,  may  ext«n<l  u  call  or  inviliilion  ii> 
any  |(r<i|KTly  (|iiiiliriiM|  iniiii.xtrr  or  niinistcrs,  but  the  right  of  iinpoititincnt  ,s|i;il| 
rc.>!t  Willi  the  ScKlciiicnl  CduiniUlcc,  which  sIihII  report  f«  llic  ('orifcri'iiic  for  in- 
formation onlv. 


^ml  of  the  Confcr- 
l>v  flic  (icncnil 


6.  (o)  When  a  pastoral  charge  about  to  Ijecome  vacant  • 
ence  year,  fails  to  give  a  call  or  invitation  within  the  time 
('oimcil,  the  Settlement  Committee  shall  make  the  appoii. 

(b)  When  a  pastoral  charge  becomes  vacant  during  the  C'onfcrenie year  through 
deaih  or  other  emergency,  the  Presbytery  concerned  shall  confer  with  the  charge 
itself  or  with  its  constitutional  representatives,  and  thereafter  may  arrange  a  supply 
for  the  remainder  of  the  Conference  year. 

7.  The  Settlement  Committee  shall  also  have  authority  to  initiate  correspondence 
with  ministers  and  pastoral  charges,  with  a  view  to  completing  arrangement.-^  m 
.■secure  necessary  and  desirable  settlements. 

(a)  Any  minister  shall  have  the  right  to  appear  before  the  Settlement  Committee 
to  represent  his  case  in  regard  to  his  appointment;  and  any  pastoral  charge  or  Official 
Board  may  also  appear  by  not  more  than  two  repre,sentatives,  properly  authorized  in 
writing,  appointed  from  among  its  members  at  a  regular  meeting,  or  at  a  siH-cial 
meeting  of  which  proper  notice  has  been  given; 

(6)  When  a  minister  chosen  by  u  pastoral  charge  cannot  be  settled,  the  charge 
tn-  its  constitutional  representatives  may  place  other  names  before  the  Settlement 
t'onimitlee; 

(c)  While  the  right  of  appointment  shall  rest  with  the  Settlement  (Committee 
it  shall  comply  as  far  a.s  jiossible  with  the  expresseil  wis!"*  of  ministers  iind  puwtorul 
charges. 

8.  There  shall  also  be  a  committee  for  the  transfer  of  inini.sters  from  one  Confer- 
ence to  another,  which  may  be  conipose<i  of  the  presi»liiig  officer  of  tin;  ( leiieral  ( 'oiiiitil 
uf  the  Chiinli,  who  shall  be  the  convenci  iiid  chairman  of  the  coinmittet!,  together 
with  the  jiresiiliiig  officers  of  the  several  ('onferences.  This  com"iittee  sh.ill  have 
authority  to  Irunsfer  ministers  and  candidates  for  the  ministry  from  one  ( 'onfciente 
to  another,  in  harmonv  with  the  plan  outlined  in  sections  ^-7. 

U.  The  minilei  in  ih:iri';e  ,  h;ill  he  the  presiding  otiieer  of  the  Se.-tnimi  .tint  of  the 
(ifficial  Hoard. 

lU.  Kvery  minister  or  candidate  for  tiie  ministry,  duly  appointed  regular  pastor 
to  a  pastoral  charge,  .shall  have  the  right  to  conduct  .vervicus  in  the  chunh,  i  hurches 
or  other  places  of  worship  in  coniKM-tion  with  said  iharj^e;  and  the  right  of  occupiuKy 
of  the  mans*'  or  parsonage  in  connection  with  said  charge,  subject,  however,  to  tbtt 
rules  and  regulations  of  The  United  Church. 

II. — TkAININO    Km   THK    MiNiHTMT 

1.  No  candidate  for  the  nunistiy  shall  be  received  unle.ss  he  has  hec-n  liisl  recom- 
mended by  a  se.s8ion,  official  board,  or  lo<'al  church. 

2.  The  duty  of  inquiry  into  tiie  persounl  character,  doctrinal  beliefs,  aa.i  general 
fitness  of  candidates  for  the  ministry  recommended  by  sessioas,  official  boards  or 
local  churches,  shall  be  laid  upon  the  Presbytery  and  such  inquiry  shall  be  repeated 
•ftch  year  until  they  are  recommended  to  the  Conference  for  ordination. 
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3  (I)  The  attainment  of  a  B.A.  degree,  including  Qreelc,  to  be  followed  by  three 
years  in  the  study  of  Theology,  i«  strongly  recommended  by  the  Church.  Before 
onlination  every  candidate  shai  spend  twdve  months  m  preachmg  and  pastoral  work. 

(2)  In  cases  where  the  B.A.  de^w  is  unattainable,  there  shall  be  two  alternative 
courses,  both  starting  from  University  matriculation. 

(0)  Three  years,  at  least,  in  Arts,  followed  by  three  years  in  Theology.  Before 
oniination  every  candidate  shall  spend  twelve  months  in  preachmg  and  pastoral  work. 

(6)  Two  years'  preaching  under  the  supervision  of  a  Presbytery,  with  appropriate 
studies,  and  four  years  of  a  mixed  Arts  and  Theological  course  m  College. 

4.  Suggested  Curricula: 

(1)  Course  of  study  in  Arts  under  (2)  (o).  English  Language  and  Literature, 
three  years.    Two  languages,  one  of  which  must  be  Greek,  two  years  m  each. 

Philosophy,  including  Psychology,  Lo^jio  and  Ethics,  two  years.  Two  other 
subjects  from  the  Arts  curriculum  at  the  option  of  the  student -one  year  in  each. 

(2)  Course  of  study  under  (2)  (6) : 

(a)  While  under  supervision  of  Presbytefry,  and  engage.!  in  preaching  for  two 
years: 

English  Bible;  New  Testament  in  Greek;  Elements  of  Theology -Life  of  C^hrist; 
History  of  Missions;  English  Literature;  Practical  Training,  including  preparaliou  of 
sermons. 

(6)  Four  years  of  mixed  Arts  and  Theolos^cal  Course  in  College. 

Tke  Arte  Course.— English  Language  and  Literature;  Philosophy,  im-luding 
Psychology;  Logic  and  Ethics;  one  language;  any  one  option  from  the  Arts  (.curse. 

Theological  Course.— Homiletics;  Pastoral  Theology ;  Systematic  Theology ;  New 
Testament  Language  and  Literature;  Old  Testament  Literature  (English  Bible), 
Church  History;  Christian  Ethics  and  Sociology. 

h  The  following  is  suggested  as  a  comprehensive  course  in  Theology,  from  wliieh 
may  be  selected  suJjects  sufficient  to  constitute  the  three  years  course  in  Theology 
as  under  .S(l)  and  (2)  (o): 

Old  Testament  Language  and  Literature,  including  T  ;xtual  Criticism,  Exegesis 
Bibljral  Theology,  IntroducUon,  Old  Testament  History  and  Old  Testament  Canon. 
NerTestamenf  Language  and  Uterature,  including  Textual  Criticism,  Exegesis 
Biblcal   SSology,   Introduction,  New   Testament  H^tory  and   New    Testament 
Canon;  English  Bble;  Church  History,  including  Symbohcs;  Systematic  Theology 
Sfogeticsf  including'Philosophy  of  ReUgion,  Historv  of  Rehgion  and  Conipara  nj 
Rdigion;  Christian  Ethics  and  Sociology;  Christian  Missions;  Practical    Tra  mn^ 
deluding  preparation  and  delivery  of  sermons  preparation  for  a°c>^''«^d'if  «f„^"^i»5 
worship,  adnunistration  of  the  Sacraments,  Church  Law,  the  art  of  teaching  and 
Sav  Sol  work,  public  speaking  and  voice  training.     Practical  Training  is  to  be 
SeStood  to  lie  not  onljr  im,truction  in  these  subjects  but  actual  drill  wherever 
the  subject  admits  of  it. 

6  Provision  shall  be  made  in  the  Theological  CoUeges  for  instruction  in  the 
subjects  of  the  above  suggested  course  in  Theolo^^  as  far  as  practicable. 

7.  In  every  CoUege  special  attention  shall  be  given  to  Practical  Training  as  speci- 
fieti  and  described  above. 

8  From  the  above  (5)  comprehensive  course  in  Theology  the  Church  shall 
prescribeTertain  subjects  as  compulsory,  leaving  others  to  the  option  of  the  students 
in  consultation  with  the  College  authorities. 


9.  Candidates  for  the  ministry  who  have  entered  on  their  rourse  in  Theolocy  ihall 
be  allowed  to  romplete  it  on  the  conditions  which  obtained  when  they  began,  out  this 
privilege  shall  expire  within  three  years  from  the  date  of  the  union. 

10.  The  General  Council  shall  possess  the  power  of  ordaining  any  person  to  the 
ministry  if  it  see  fit  so  to  do. 

III. — The  Rblations  or  a  Minister  to  thb  Doctrines  or  the  Church 

t.  THp  ftiily  of  final  inquiry  into  the  porsonsl  charartrr,  doctrinal  beliefs,  and 
gpnpral  fitncwH  of  candid.-itps  for  thp  Ministry  presentinR  thpm.'»p|ves  for  ordination 
or  for  recpption  as  niinis'tprs  of  The  United  Church.  Rhall  he  laid  upon  the  Conference. 

2,  The^  candidates  shall  be  examined  on  the  ytat«ment  of  Doctrine  of  The  United 
f'hurch,  and  shall,  before  ordination,  satisfy  the  examining  bcnly  that  they  are  in 
pSKprtial  agreement  therewith,  and  that  as  ministers  of  the  (Jhurch  they  accept  the 
statement  as  in  substance  agreeable  to  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

3.  Further,  in  the  ordination  service  before  the  Conference  these  candidates  shall 
answer  the  following  questions: 

(1)  Do  you  believe  vourself  to  be  a  child  of  God,  thnmgh  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ? 

(2)  Do  you  believe  .-ourself  to  be  called  of  God  to  the  office  of  the  Christian 
ministry,  and  your  chief  motives  to  be  zeal  for  the  glory  of  God,  love  for  the  Lord 
.lesus  Christ,  and  desire  for  the  salvation  of  men? 

(8)  Are  you  persuaded  that  the  Holy  Scriptures  contain  sufficiently  all  doctrines 
required  for  eternal  salvation  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  are  you  resolved  out  of 
the  said  Scriptures  to  instruct  t.he  people  committed  to  your  charge,  and  to  teach 
nothing  which  is  not  agreeable  thereto? 


ADMINISTRATION 

The  Joint  Committ^pp,  after  careful  con.'^ideration  of  the  Missionary,  Educational, 
and  other  connexional  enterprises  of  the  negotiating  Churches,  submits  the  following 
recommendations  in  relation  thereto: 


1.- -Missions 

1.  In  the  administration  of  the  mission  work  of  The  United  Church  there  shall  be 
two  departments  (a)  Home,  including  all  the  mission  work  within  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  Newfoundland  and  the  Bermudas;  (b)  Foreign,  including  the  missions  already 
established  or  that  may  be  established  in  other  countries. 

2.  For  the  oversight  and  administration  of  these  two  departments  there  shall  be 
two  Boards  to  be  known  as  me  Board  of  Home  Missions  and  the  Board  of  Foreign 
Missions,  to  be  elected  in  ouch  a  manner  and  endowed  with  such  powers  as  the  General 
Council  may  determine. 
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ognition  of  the  very  valuable  .services  rendered  by  the  Woman's  Mission- 
,  the  union,  c  .,>Mtution  and  lines  of  work  of  these  80<rieties  shall  l>e  de- 
the  joint  actio,    -f  their  Boards  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  General 


4.  There  sliall  be  place<l  under  the  administration  of  the  Home  Mission  Board  of 
The  United  Church  the  moneys  now  administered  under  the  caption  of  the  Sustentation 


FunrI,  »nH  f'hiirpJi  and  P&rmtnaK<>  Aid  Fund  of  the  Mfiihodia*,  rhurrlt;  thp  llomf 
Mmsinn  HiiH  AiiRinentalion  Ktindn,  Krennii  EvangeliMiion  Fund,  and  Church  and 
Matisp  I'liiul  (rxcppi  that  under  (he  ForeiRn  Miwiun  Board)  of  the  I'rp»l>y- 
Ipfian  ('hiiirh.  thn  Home  Misnion  Fund  of  the  ('onurcKalional  ChurrhpH;  and  such 
portion  of  the  MiNKion  Fund  now  raised  by  the  MethodiNt  Church,  and  the  Foreign 
MiHsion  IJoiird  of  the  PreHbyterian  Churcli,  as  is  now  expended  in  Canada,  Newfound- 
land and  the  Bermudas. 

5.  There  shall  be  placed  under  the  adminit'tration  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board 
of  The  United  Church  the  Foreign  Mission  Fund  of  tlie  ConKregational  Churches  and 
that  portion  of  the  Mission  Fund  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Fund  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  now  expended  in  other  lands. 

6.  There  shall  be  plac(><l  uiidor  the  administration  of  the  Hojird  of  Soci.ii  Srrviir 
and  lOvangelisin  atid  the  Hoard  of  Sun<lay  S'hi»ols  mid  Y'liiru;  I'roplc's  Sdcicties  i.f 
Tljf  I'liilcd  Cliiirrh  the  fimds  omv  r!tise<l  for  the  work  of  the  l>(|i:irtiiii-ntn  (if  So'imI 

SfivHP  snd  f';vanKpli.''Tn  and  the  i^fpartmcut.'i  of  .Sunday  .Sthooli;  and  Vuuur  I'eoplc'e 
SiMietiei!  of  the  ncgotiRliiig;  i  lnir<ltp,<». 

7.  [iia'irn'K'li  a.'  (•(•lijiin  p\|)fii;c;  m  iiintirriifni  with  l|ir  v.-irimi  .  <ciiirt ,  t,f  th" 
'  liiin  li  will  liHVP  to  ln'  iii'.'l.  Ilip  w;iy.-i  and  rmian.-'  of  lainine  thr-p  fund  sliall  be  left 
to  the  General  (.'ouncil.  , 

H.  -i'lTHi.iHHr.N'i  Interests 

It  shall  be  left  to  the  (Jeneral  (^)uucil  of  The  Unitivl  Church  (n  drtprminp  how 
far  the  jiublicatidns  now  issued  by  the  negotiating  Churciica  shall  be  amalgamated.* 

III.  -  CoU-KCJEP 

The  Colleges  jit.  prrseiit  cotinei'ted  with  the  negotiating  ( 'hurrhe«  pxif<t,  each  under 
itn  own  charter,  and  in  various  relations  to  the* respective  Churches.  These  relations 
affect,  Ist,  the  aj)pointnicnl  of  the  Cioverning  Board;  'Jnd,  the  appointment  of  Fr"- 
fessors  in  the  Faculty  of  Theology;  3rd,  assistance  or  maintenance  from  funds  con- 
trolled by  the  Church. 

1 .  All  the  Colleges  connected  with  the  three  negotiating  Churches  shall,  as  far  ap 
possible.sustain  the  same  relation  to  The  United  Church  as,  under  their  charter,  they 
now  sustain  to  the  respective  churches,  until  the  General  Council  shall  determine  other- 
wise  and  necessary  legislation  shall  give  effect  to  changes  made  thereby. 

2.  The  policy  of  the  Church  shall  be  the  maintenance  of  a  limited  number  of 
thoroughly  equipped  Colleges,  due  regard  being  paid  to  the  need,"  of  different  parts  of 
the  country,  and  in  furtherance  of  this  policy  amalgamation  shall  be  effected  as  soon 
as  possible  in  localities  where  two  or  more  Colleges  are  doing  the  same  class  of  work. 


•Thc|M'riodiralB  published  by  the  Mc(ho«lipt,  Churrh  iirr  ;i,.  folltiwH:  Chrr.itinndunrihrm 
(wppkly),  'I'oninto;  lipv'orlk  Km  (monthly),  Toronto;  The  Miaxioiniry  ihilhmk  (iii<int!il.v). 
Toronto;  The  ircs/cyan  (weekly),  Halifax,  and  a  Series  of  Sabbath  School  flliistraleu  Faper* 
and  Lesson  Helps  for  Teachers  and  Scholars. 

By  the  PreBbyterian  Church:  The  Presbyterian  Record  (monthly),  Montreal,  and  a 
Series  of  Sababth  School  Ilhiatrated  Papers  and  Lesson  Helps  for  Teachers  and  Scholars. 

The  Congregalwualitt,  a  weekly  paper,  is  pirhlished  by  I  lie  Publication  Department  of 
the  < 'onfcregational  Union  of  Canada. 

The  MelhodiHl  ( Jlnireh  hIho  posHettses  a  print  in);  plunt ,  Hod  curries  on  a  general  pub- 
liabing  businesa — "The  Methodist  Book  Uoora, "  Torontd  the  Eastern  section  of  the 
Book  Committee  owning  the  property  in  Halifax  in  which  the  husineaa  is  tranaacled. 

The  relation  of  the  publishing  interests  of  the  Methodist  and  Presbyterian  Churches 
to  their  respective  Churches  and  the  general  methods  of  management  are  similar  in  each 
ease;  save  that  in  the  case  of  the  MetDodiit  Book  concern,  allocation  of  pro£t9  is  made  U> 
the  Duperannuation  Fuml. 
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-  J?'  ,h  f'^'iV"'"  ,*^  <*'«  Gov*"'?)"^  ^'»"J«  "'  the  Ncvcral  Colleges  there  stiall  be 
appointed  by  the  General  Council  a  Board  of  Education,  which  shall  have  such  » 
general  oversight  of  the  Ldu«ational  interests  of  the  Church  as  the  CSeneral  Council 
may  aangn  to  it,  and  carry  out  such  measures  as  may  be  decided  in  reference  thereto. 

4.  There  shall  be  a  general  Educational  Fund,  administered  by  the  Board  of 
bducation,  for  the  purpone  of  nupplenienting  the  revenues  of  the  several  collecea  and 
assistmj;  students  in  their  preparation  for  the  ministry,  and  for  such  other  purpoM 
and  under  such  regulationx  a«  th»'  General  Council  may  from  time  to  time  determine. 

5.  The  several  edu<ation.il  iiwtitutions  Khali  be  encouraged  to  obtain  permanent 
endowments  for  their  niainl.  nance,  may  receive  contributions  for  this  and  other 
purposes  at  any  time,  and,  upon  receiving  the  consent  of  the  Board  of  Education 
may  proceed  to  appeal  for  such  funds.  ' 

IV. — Benkvolent  Fund."? 

Whcreiw  there  exist,  in  womo  form,  in  all  tlu;  iirRotiutinK  Chnrrhps  funda  to  aid 
aged  and  retiroi  ministers,  and  widt.ws  urid  orphjiiis  of  injiiislers,  |ir.>vi.sion  for  Piuular 
purposes  shall  he  iiiiiiie  in  the  constilulion  of  The  United  Church  l.y  such  amalgama- 
tion or  modification  of  existing  nicMuMls  !t.s  nuiy  l,c  found  prm-ticable ;  anfisucli 
provision  shall  embrace  the  following  j)articulur.s: 

1.  The  rights  of  [irescnt  and  pro.sjicctive  claimants  on  existing  funds  in  any  of 
the  negotiating  Churches  shall  he  adequately  protectetl.     To  this  end; 

(1)  The  present  capital  investments  of  the  various  benevolent  funds  of  the 
ncgotiatms;  Churches,  and  the  income  now  contributed  to  those  funds  by  publiahing 
interests  shall  be  combined  into  a  "common  trust,"  if  practicable.  The  rights  of 
present  claimants  and  of  prosi)C(!tivc  claimants  (the  latter  being  computed  aa  of  the 
dat«  of  the  union)  shall  be  a  firt^t  charge  on  the  revenue  from  this  trust.  If  it  be  found 
that  differences  in  the  constitution  and  administration  of  the  several  funds  are  such  as 
to  necessitate  separate  trusts,  instead  of  a  common  trust,  this  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  the 
carrying  out  of  the  general  plan,  bcraiiso  in  that  case  their  revenues  shall  be  combined. 

(2)  The  General  Council  of  The  United  Chiinih  shall  provide  for  (a)  the  assessing 
of  each  minister  who  is  a  member  of  any  of  the  existing  funds  at  the  date  of  the  union 
and  of  all  ministers  received  into  or  ordained  in  The  United  Church  after  the  union, 
on  the  basis  of  stipend  or  age,  or  both  stipend  and  age,  as  the  General  Council  may 
determine,  and  (6)  the  collecting  of  contributions,  which  shall  be  obligatory  upon  all 
local  churches,  based  upon  an  equitable  allocation  or  assessment  under  rules  to  be 
formulated  by  the  General  Council;  the  minimum  of  such  allocation  or  assessment 
being  the  amount  which,  together  with  the  revenue  from  said  trust  or  trusts  and 
the  foregomg  assessment  upon  ministers,  is  requisite  to  make  good  the  claims  of 
claimants  upon  the  Superannuation  Fund  to  be  instituted  by  the  General  Council. 

2.  Claimants  on  the  proposed  Fund  shall  include  the  following: 

(n)  All  ministers  who,  at  the  time  of  the  union,  are  beneficiaries  of  existing 
fanda. 

(6)  All  ministers  who,  at  the  time  of  the  union,  are  regular  contributors  to  exist* 
Ing  funds  on  the  scale  provided  by  their  respective  denominations. 

(c)  All  ministers'  widows  and  orphans  who  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  become, 
entitled  to  participate  in  the  proposed  Fund. 

(d)  All  ministers,  not  members  of  or  contributors  to  existing  funds,  who  may  sig- 
nify their  desire  to  become  members  of  and  contributors  to  the  proposed  Fund,  on 
the  basis  of  payments  sanctioned  by  the  General  Council  of  The  United  Church. 

Provision  shall  be  made  whereby  ministers  so  applying  may,  by  a  certain  acala 
of  payments,  be  entitled  to  hftve  their  claim  upon  the  proposed  Tmd  d»t*  fro*©  tht 
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ffane  of  their  t«c«|>tk>n  into  the  ministry  of  any  of  the  negotiftting  C?htmhefl  .nstead 
ot  from  th«  datv  of  th<«  ttnion. 

(e)  All  minisicrfl  rvfcetved  into  ur  ordained  in  the  Church  after  iW  union 
inasmuch  at*  they  shall  be  required  at  the  time  of  their  reception  or  ordina^hn  t<v 
become  memb«ni  of  and  contrtbutora  to  the  proponed  Fund. 

3.  The  Bourceii  of  revenue  of  the  proposed  Fund  shall  Iw  the  following: 

(a)  Contributions  of  miniHf«rH  who  are  memlxers  of  said  Fund  at  itH  Inception,  or 
afterwards  become  such,  on  a  scale  to  be  adoptetl  by  the  Cieneral  Council  of  thp 
Church. 

(h)  OfferingH  in  all  local  thurrhes  bawd  upon  »n  eqiiitahle  alioration  to  be  made 
hy  the  Board  of  Management  of  said  Fund,  under  regulations  Hsnctioned  by  the 
General  Council. 

(r)  Ijegacie«  and  donations  given  for  the  purpose. 

(d)  Such  grants  from  the  profits  of  the  publishing  interests  of  the  Church  a* 
may  from  time  to  time  be  determined  under  regulations  to  be  framed  by  the  General 
Council. 

(e)  Proceeds  of  any  investments  that  may  be  made  in  the  interests  of  the  said 
Fund. 


APPENDIX  ON  LAW 

1 .  When  aBasis  of  Union  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  negotiating  Churches,  the 
union  should  be  consumniated  and  The  United  Church  ncorporated  by  a  Special  Act 
of  the  Parliament  of  Canada. 

2.  The  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  Canada  consununating  the  union  ami  incorpor- 
ating The  United  Church  should  contain,  among  others,  provisions  to  the  following 
effect : 

(1)  Ratifying  and  confirming  the  Basiu  of  Union  ikS  agreed  upon,  an<{  empowering 
The  United  Church  to  acquire  and  hold  property. 

(2)  Malting  clear  (a)  that  The  United  Church  shall  have  the  powers  of  legislation 
mentioned  in  sub-paragraph  (2)  of  Paragraph  24  of  the  Polity  Section  of  the  Basis  of 
Union,  subject  to  the  safeguards  thereby  imposed,  in  such  full  and  ample  manner  as 
to  render  impossible  the  existence  in  connection  with  The  Uuted  Church  of  the  con- 
ditions which  have  arisen  in  Scotland  in  connection  with  The  United  Free  Church  of 
Scotland,  under  the  decision  of  the  House  of  Lords,  touching  its  property  and  doctriAe. 

(6)  That  all  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  belonging  to  or  held  in  trust  for  or  to  the 
use  of  the  negotiating  Churches,  or  belonging  to  or  held  in  trust  for  or  to  the  use  of  any 
coiporation  under  the  government  cr  control  of,  or  in  connection  with,  any  of  the  said 
negotiating  Churches,  shall  be  vested  in  The  United  Church  or  in  Boards,  Committees 
or  Corporations  under  the  control  thereof,  and  shall  be  used  and  administered  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  and  provisions  of  the  Basis  of  Union.* 

Note. — This  provision  would  cover  all  property  which  might  properly  be  described 
as  denominational  property. 

•At  a  meeting  of  the  Presbyterian  Union  Commi  held  on  December  15th,  1914, 
it  was  resolved  that  "  it  is  expected  that  in  the  propoeec  gislation  proper  provision  will 
be  made  to  guud  the  rights  or  {mvi  leges  of  any  minority  which  may  be  oppooed  to 
Union." 
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(c)  Th»t.  lubject  to  the  proviuiuiM  of  the  next  lucreeding  paragraph  hereof,  all 
property,  real  and  perHunal,  uiiilti  the  juriitdiutiuii  uf  the  Fariiaineiit  tif  Canndii  held 
m  trust  for  or  to  the  uim>  of  u  church,  charge,  i-in-uit  or  congregatiou  uf  any  of  the 
nefotiating  ChurcheH,  tthall  be  held  by  trustees  appointed  by  or  on  behalf  of  luch 
church,  charge,  circuit  or  connregation,  upon  trusts  set  forth  and  declared  in  a  Model 
Trust  Deed. 

This  Model  Trust  I3eed  should  be  a  schedule  to  the  Act,  and  should  contain, 
among  others,  a  provision  to  the  following  effect :  That  the  property  is  held  fur  the 
the  church,  charge,  ciri-uit  or  congregation  as  a  part  uf  The  United  Church,  and  tliul 
no  property  so  held  shall  be  sold,  cxchungi-d,  or  in  any  manner  encumbenid  iinlwi 
the  Presb3rtery  shall,  at  the  instance  of  the  church,  charge,  circuit  or  congwu^linn, 
have  given  its  sanctinn,  8uhje<'t  to  an  appeal,  if  desired,  to  the  (^inference. 

(d)  That  any  property  or  fund.s  owned  by  a  church,  charge,  circuit  or  wgrt' 
gation  at  the  time  of  the  union  solely  for  its  own  l)eiiefit,  or  vested  in  trustees  for  tiM 
sole  benefit  of  such  church,  charge,  circuit  or  cungregutiou,  and  nut  fur  the  dcrwniiat- 
tiun  of  which  the  said  church,  charge,  circuit  or  congregation  formed  a  part,  shtm  aoi 
be  affected  by  the  legislation  giving  effect  to  the  union  or  by  any  legislatiun  of  Tb* 
United  Church  without  the  consent  of  the  church,  charge,  circuit  or  cougrogfttha 
for  which  said  property  is  held  in  trust. 

NoU. — ^To  avoid  uncertainty  as  to  title,  all  churches,  charges,  circuits  or  <»■«- 
gations  coming  within  the  provision  of  thi.s  cIuuhc  shuuld  be  nanunl  in  a  sclNdid* 
attached  to  the  Act,  and  the  provisions  of  this  section  should  bo  limited  to  the  cituwiwt, 
charges,  circuits  and  congregations  ho  enumeratttd  in  the  schedule. 

(c)  That  all  lands,  premi.s(;s  and  property  acquired  for  the  use  of  a  local  chitf^ 
or  a  pastoral  charge  of  The  United  Church  shall  be  held,  used  and  administered  iqxM 
the  trusts  of  the  said  Model  Trust  Deed  above  referretl  to. 

3.  Special  acta  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  Provinces  of  the  Dominion  imi 
of  Newfoundland  and  the  Bermudas  and  any  other  country  in  which  the  negotiating 
Churches  hold  property  should  be  obtained,  containing  similar  provisions  and  vesting 
in  the  manner  above  indicated  the  above  and  like  classes  of  property  and  interests 
over  which  the  said  Legislatures  may  respectively  have  jurisdiction,  and  rendering 
effective  iu  the  said  several  jurisdictions  the  other  provisions  relating  to  the  said  union. 
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